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Africa surpasses Asia with highest population facing hunger, says UN
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French Parliament backs social media ban for under-15s in EU first
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World champion Spain supplants Argentina atop FIFA rankings
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On the brink of defeat: Sumo wrestlers fight it out at the  Show of strength

Nagoya Grand Sumo Tournament in Nagoya, Japan, on b e *4
Tuesday.
NAGOYA PROTOCOL

The Nagoya Protocol is an international agreement
under the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD).

It was adopted on 29 October 2010 in Nagoya,
Japan, and came into force on 12 October 2014.
Its main objective is to ensure that the benefits
arising from the use of genetic resources (plants,

animals, microorganisms, etc.) are shared fairly
and equitably, while encouraging the conservation of biodiversity and its
sustainable use.

Example:

Imagine a village has a rare medicinal plant that has been used for generations to treat
fever.

A pharmaceutical company discovers this plant, develops a profitable medicine, and
earns millions of dollars.

Should the village and the country that conserved this plant receive any benefit?
The Nagoya Protocol says yes.

The Three Pillars of the Nagoya Protocol

Access to Genetic Resources (Provider Countries)

Countries have the sovereign right over the biological resources found within their
borders. If a foreign researcher or company wants to collect a rare plant, medicinal
herb, or microorganism, it must first obtain the permission of the country where that
resource exists.

Example: A foreign company wishes to study a medicinal herb found in the Western
Ghats of India. It cannot simply collect samples without India's approval.

Fair and Equitable Benefit-Sharing (ABS Rules)

If the collected biological resource leads to a successful product, the provider country
should receive a fair share of the benefits. These benefits may be monetary, such as
royalties or profits, or non-monetary, such as technology transfer, scientific training,
research collaboration, or sharing of knowledge.

Example: If the medicinal herb is used to develop a new anti-cancer drug, India may
receive royalty payments, while Indian scientists may be involved in future research.
Monitoring Compliance

Every country that is a party to the Protocol must ensure that companies or
researchers within its territory comply with the Access and Benefit-Sharing (ABS)
rules of the country from which the genetic resource was obtained.

Example: If a European company uses a plant collected from India, European
authorities must verify that the company obtained the plant legally and has honoured
its benefit-sharing commitments.

Nagoya Protocol Important
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e The Protocol discourages biopiracy—the unauthorized use of biological resources or
traditional knowledge without permission or compensation.

e Itensures that countries and indigenous communities that protect biodiversity are
rewarded, creating an incentive to conserve nature while supporting sustainable

development.

e Thus, it promotes both environmental conservation and economic fairness.

Africa surpasses Asia with highest
population facing hunger, says UN

Africa has for the first time become the continent with the largest
number of people facing hunger, a UN report said on Tuesday, as a
growing number of Africans have faced undernourishment. “The
centre of gravity of hunger has shifted from Asia to Africa,” said an
official with Food and Agriculture Organisation. AFP

22J7. Africa surpasses Asia with highest
population facing hunger, says UN

YFA AT & IR, 3@ § genfaa waiftrs smard
aTelT AFIGATT e 3ThT

e Africa has for the first time become the continent
with the largest number of people facing hunger, a United
Nations (UN) report said on Tuesday, as a growing humber
of Africans have faced undernourishment.

YT ST (YU T HAGAR T ST Teh RGIE & 374K,
3TSYRT Ug ol ) T Hgled T §ef ITAT & STE1 3@ T AIHaAT el
arel St Y T T A §, FAlfh Tl Farwor § yefad
AT T FEAT TMAR TG T 5

e “The centre of gravity of hunger has shifted from
Asia to Africa,” said an official with the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO).

1T UF F ST (THUHT) & Teh TSR o1 gl ‘8@ FT g 37 TIAAT & 311wt 1 IR

French Parliament backs social
media ban for under-15s in EU first

-
N

France’s Parliament approved a Bill banning social media access for
children under 15, making France the first European country to bar
children from apps such as TikTok. President Emmanuel Macron
has championed the ban as a flagship reform of his final term in
office and pledged to enforce it by September. AFP

TR TS STt aTer Ueh faerer ot #odl & & €1 56 A &
Wi, TUNT e ($7) FT TE T G2 &1 1T § Foreet st &t
et ol A4l & 39T § wfae®a fFar gl

TUATIRA g1 AT & 1"

22J7. French Parliament backs social media ban
for under-15s in EU first

I AT G o 15 I§ F FA Y F Fodl & fow qere
#ifSar ox wfaeer w1 wadsr fnar, g o & ggel
qgdl

e France’s Parliament approved a Bill banning social

media access for children under 15 years of age, making
France the first country in the European Union (EU) to prohibit
children from using platforms such

as TikTok. World champion Spain supplants
BE T FAS o 15 I F7 g ¥  Argentina atop FIFA ranking
Soar s v AR Az s 3gger a0 15w %7 Sel

22J7. World champion Spain supplants Argentina atop A T ‘ m:

FIFA rankings

World champion Spain replaced Argentina at the top of the FIFA
rankings released on Monday, while France, which lost to England in
the third-place play-off, is placed third ahead of the English. Brazil

Ve d d (fifth, up 1) and Morocco (sixth, up 1) leapfrogged Portugal.
ﬁ?a' m '\:ﬁ?l' # m m # m ﬁ Qnﬁ. W # Belgium, the Netherlands and Mexico complete the top 10.
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e World champion Spain replaced Argentina at the top of the FIFA rankings released on
Monday, while France, which lost to England in the third-place play-off, is placed third
ahead of the English.

fed AT T & WHIR Y TR BYGT IHT 7 3rtEar o) 2N T I ger fem, Siafen wid,

ST rER T & T -31T0 7 $9ls I gR 17 2T, 3139 & I 31T R T2 W
e Braazil (fifth, up 1) and Morocco (sixth, up 1) leapfrogged Portugal.

ST (GTeral, Teh T F) R ARFS! (ST, Toh T FW) o JoTTe i N o713 feram|
e Belgium, the Netherlands and Mexico complete the top 10.

afesraa, Aevelzw ik AfFasr o o 10 &1 gl &1 g o)
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What India’s young people are saying about families
4GS |: Society ]

changed since her time, and she will not

talk to you about fertility rates. She will
talk about her granddaughter, who finished
college, has a city job, and is in no hurry to start a
family. She will say it with pride and concern in
the same breath, a blend the data reflects too.

‘ sk a grandmother in India what has

The UNFPA survey

On World Population Day this year (July 11),
UNFPA released the Demographic Futures
Survey, the largest study of its kind, with over
1,08,000 young adults surveyed across 73
countries. It asked a simple question: not
whether young people still wanted partnership
and family, but what stood between them and it.
(This year, India’s Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare set the theme, “Healthy Timing and
Spacing of Pregnancies” or HTSP, a reminder that
at the heart of every demographic number is a
question of choice: whether young people can
decide, freely and on their own timeline, when
and how to build their families.)

India’s fertility rate has settled at two children
per woman, below the replacement level of 2.1.
Some will hear that and reach for words like
“baby bust” or “population crisis”. At UNFPA, we
see something else entirely. This is not a warning
sign but the outcome of sustained government
investment across decades, in girls’ education,
the National Health Mission, and expanding
contraceptive choice and maternal health
services. The share of young women married
before 18 years has fallen from 23.3% to 20.1% in
just the last few years. That is a policy
achievement India’s institutions can rightly take
credit for.

But numbers tell more than one story at once,
and if we stop at the good news, we miss what
young India is trying to say.

Ask young people directly, and most want
what generations before them wanted. Across the

Wojnar

UNFPA

Representative in
India and part of
Team UN in India

Young Indians
still want
families, but the
conditions they
seek reveal their
aspirations,
anxieties,

and changing
realities

country, four in 10 women and a third of men say
that two children is their ideal family size. The
Demographic Futures Survey found the same
pattern across countries: young people are not
turning away from family life; they are asking
whether the conditions exist to build it. So why
the hesitation here? When we ask young couples
what stands between them and the life they
picture, the answers are almost always practical.
Money comes first, cited by nearly four in 10.
Then housing. Then job security. Then a very
simple, human worry: how well can we care for
our children?

That last question falls on one set of shoulders
far more than another. Young women in India
spend over five hours a day on unpaid housework
and caregiving; young men spend about half an
hour. Only 15 in every 100 young women are in
paid work, compared to 55 in every 100 young
men. These are not merely statistics. They help
explain why so many capable young women feel
that they must choose between a career and a
family, when no one should have to choose at all.

The climate change issue
There is a newer worry layered on top of the old
ones. The survey found that nearly all young
people say climate change is disrupting their
lives, and about half say it affects their peace of
mind. Nearly half of young Indians also report
being very worried about conflict, economic
insecurity and environmental risk all at once,
among the higher rates recorded anywhere. Add
high youth unemployment and a mental health
conversation that is only beginning in many
Indian households, and a fuller picture emerges.
This is not a generation rejecting parenthood. It is
a generation asking, quite reasonably, whether
the ground beneath it is steady enough to build
on.

India is also marked by inter-State disparity.
Bihar's fertility rate stands at 2.7, while Sikkim’s is

22J7. What India’s young people are saying about families

el & a1 TRART & TR & F01 55 @ &

just 1.0. Kerala, Delhi and Tamil Nadu have long
settled below the replacement level, while Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand are still catching up.
These differences show that India’s demographic
transition is unfolding at different speeds across
States, and that no single national policy can fully
address every State’s realities.

Responding to youth aspiration
The UNFPA’s partnership with the Indian
government and communities is aimed at
translating what young people are telling us into
practical support: high-quality, affordable and
accessible childcare; families that share
caregiving more equally; continued investment in
stable, dignified work for young people entering
the labour force; and greater attention to youth
mental health, including climate anxiety, in
conversations about family and the future. The
private sector also has a vital role to play through
parental leave, flexible work arrangements and
family-friendly workplaces that enable young
people to balance work and caregiving. The
UNFPA has a unique role in the United Nations
development system as a leader in data
collection, population dynamics and
evidence-based policymaking. The Demographic
Futures Survey shows how population data can
and must be deployed to help countries
understand, plan for and adapt to demographic
shifts.

India is home to 255 million young people aged
15 to 24 years, the largest generation this country,
or perhaps any country, has ever raised. This is
India’s demographic dividend, a window of
opportunity that will not remain open
indefinitely. The choices we make today will
determine whether this generation can fully
realise its potential before that window begins to
close. Young Indians are not walking away from
the idea of family. They are waiting for the
conditions that would let them say yes to it fully.

e Ask agrandmother in India what has changed since her time, and she will not talk to you
about fertility rates.

e 3T HRT H ol ST A IS o 3oTeh THT A 31 ofeh T SGoll &, il T I Fofelel & b
SR # T 76T M|

e On World Population Day this year (July 11), UNFPA released the Demographic Futures
Survey, the largest study of its kind, with over 1,08,000 young adults surveyed across 73

countries.

58 Y fed FTawEAT RRaw (11 Fm8) & I8 W JUATHUNT o SR F=e qedaror sy
feha, ST 3796 Feh R T T T5T 31ETTT &1 58 73 et & 1,08,000 F rftre gamait a1 wcfaror

TR Iram|

e |t asked a simple question: not whether young people still wanted partnership and family,
but what stood between them and it.

ST FARTOT 7 Toh Bl T2 IO IAT—TG oTeT 19 T Ja 31 o7 Wstery 3 afaw =ed 8,
foeh T o 3eToh 3T 3o JTERTATIT o drer hier-r arenv ¢

e (This year, India’s Ministry of Health and Family Welfare set the theme, “Healthy Timing
and Spacing of Pregnancies” (HTSP), a reminder that at the heart of every demographic

number is a question of choice: whether young people can decide, freely and on their own

timeline, when and how to build their families.)
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(39 I¥ AR F TARLY U9 IRaR FAT0T AAET A “TI€T A 31 Tefeyror & o 3R
AT (TATHdY) FY YT TART, S T§ TAIOT HICAT § Toh Tcdeh STAHTEID T 3[hg oh hg
T FT HTAFR (ATed §—ar ar Tacis &7 & 3R 379el iaen & H7aR Ig @0 of Tehd §
o I a3 FT 39T IRAR FAT 1)

This is not a warning sign but the outcome of sustained government investment across
decades, in girls’ education, the National Health Mission, and expanding contraceptive
choice and maternal health services.

IE PIS AdTTAT T Hehd e8! &, SToh s G2APT dh FIRNY fAder, arfornT e, I TareeT
frerer, T wsifariers et 3R #A1q Fareey dansit & faedr &1 aRomA B

Money comes first, cited by nearly four in 10.

o7 A 92 AT & & 7 T 37T &, THTHT 3ooig o9TeTeT &% 10 H A IR el o foma|
Then housing.

Sq d1C AT T FHEAT 3T &

Then job security.

3 STe; AT T FI&TT T F2AT ¢ |

Then a very simple, human worry: how well can we care for our children?

% d1G Ueh T d ATAGIT AT ATeeT 1T §—8 3796 aea) T S@eHTeT fohdatT 37Tl aRg
qriar?

That last question falls on one set of shoulders far more than another.

g JTCTH 9ol Teh T91 & hell R gER T JeolaT A el 3HTeeh 8T STeldll &

Young women in India spend over five hours a day on unpaid housework and caregiving;
young men spend about half an hour.

HR # a1 Afgent gfafes ofw g F arftre aog srdafas wq Frt ik dwanme & sgcdia
Y &, STaIfeh JaT qoW 3 1 3 SIaTs{aT HTUT GeT & o7l &

Only 15 in every 100 young women are in paid work, compared to 55 in every 100 young
men.

Ycdsh 100 AT Afgen3it & Fael 15 €7 Adai1N F1 & Hoee ¢, STafeh 100 JaT oot & 55 TH
S FAE

The climate change issue
STerary IRacer 1 H{ear

Bihar’s fertility rate stands at 2.7, while Sikkim’s is just 1.0.
feR & yoieiet &7 2.7 §, STt RAfFaa i Woteled e haer 1.0 g1

Kerala, Delhi and Tamil Nadu have long settled below the replacement level, while Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand are still catching up.

m,ﬁﬁﬁamaﬁaﬂgaawﬁmwwﬁ;ﬁfmgﬁg?%, Safe fBR, 39T yeer
T sTR@s 3790 off 39 TR Y 3N 3T

The UNFPA has a unique role in the United Nations development system as a leader in
data collection, population dynamics and evidence-based policymaking.

JUATHANT HYF T T Jorrelt 7 32T W, Ferwean Afah aur wrea-3menia Aifa-fasior
& &1 3 3r3rof 3f AT fAsmar B

The Demographic Futures Survey shows how population data can and must be deployed
to help countries understand, plan for and adapt to demographic shifts.

SATNRAF Fad FaTor Ig AT § foh STereear Haelt Hist o1 3uAaT &rif 1 ATy
REdal I TH, 3eTeh ToIT VSTl Sollel TUT 3oTeh 36T TG Y Glelel A Tohd TehR fehdT STT=TT

EIRY
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e Indiais home to 255 million young people aged 15 to 24 years, the largest generation this
country, or perhaps any country, has ever raised.

R 15 & 24 a§ 37T 97 & 25.5 FUF AT T B &, ST 57 21, 3R Favare: Tonalr ofr Ser,
39 e T HW S gar N |

e This is India’s demographic dividend, awindow of opportunity that will not remain open
indefinitely.

TE AN T TATTEISI ATHIA §, 37T THT AW HT FTIGS, 51 371 aT FHTel Tk ol 461

Tl

Why Punjab’s Dalits remain divided

As 2027 elections inch closer, party leaders have again started wooing SC groups

‘ STATE OF PLAY |

v

he Scheduled Caste
T (SC) community of

Punjab is close to 32%
of the total population of the
State, the highest in the coun-
try, yet they remain politically
marginalised, having pro-
duced only one Dalit Chief Mi-
nister and that too for a brief
period in the year 2021.

With elections due in early
2027 in the State, mainstream
parties, including the Con-
gress, the Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD), the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and the Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP), are once again
courting Dalit voters.

While the SCs in Punjab are
close to 32% of the total popu-
lation, the Jat Sikh population
is over 20%; yet since 1977, the
State has not seen a single
non-Jat Sikh Chief Minister till
2021, when Charanjit Singh
Channi held the top post for a
brief period during the Con-
gress regime, indicating the
political dominance of the Jat
Sikh community. Before Mr.
Channi, it was Giani Zail Singh
who was the last non-Jat Sikh
Chief Minister of Punjab bet-
ween 1972-77.

Sharp divisions
Even as political parties conti-
nue to make efforts to garner
their support, sharp caste divi-
sions among SCs is believed to
be among the key deterrents
to their emergence as a un-
ified force. Punjab’s SCs, like
their counterparts in many
other parts of the country, are
not a homogeneous commun-
ity. They are split into about
39 different castes, and are
further divided by religions
and mixed faiths that have ta-
ken the form of sects, popular-
ly known as ‘Deras’.

While some of the SC De-

Punjab

ras, such as the Ravidassias
and Ad-Dharmi groups are
well-off in terms of education
and have attained upward so-
cial mobility, others, like the
Balmikis and Mazhabis, are
the ‘marginalised within the
marginalised’. They are
spread over different religions
as well, including Christian,
Hindu, Sikh, and independent
religions. This prevents them
from coming together as one
community or working with a
unified approach to make a
forceful impact in politics.

Kanshi Ram, the founder of
the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP), tried hard to unite the
different SC castes in Punjab
politically, but when he didn’t
see much success, he moved
his focus to Uttar Pradesh in-
stead. The inability of the
BSP’s ideological plank to
thrive in the socio-cultural ter-
rain of Punjab, reinforces the
argument that the Dalit com-
munity here remains far from
being a unified voting bloc.

As the elections to the 2027
Punjab Assembly draws near-
er, the beeline of politicians
across party lines at different
Deras in the State has already
begun. Several leaders of all
key political parties have been
seen visiting different Deras in
order to seek their ‘blessings’,
which is aimed at garnering
support and votes of the res-
pective Dera followers.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Dera Sachk-
hand Ballan in Jalandhar on
February 1 on the occasion of

the 649th birth anniversary of
Guru Ravidass, and his latest
meeting with the Dera Head
Sant Niranjan Dass on July 17
in Jalandhar, indicate the par-
ty’s Dalit outreach attempt,
which has yet again renewed
the debate surrounding Dalit-
centric politics. Mr. Dass has
recently been conferred the
Padma Shri as well.

In 2023, Punjab Chief Mi-
nister Bhagwant Mann, along
with AAP supremo Arvind Kej-
riwal, met Sant Niranjan and
paid obeisance at Dera Sachk-
hand Ballan and laid the foun-
dation stone of the Guru Ravi-
dass Bani Adhiyan Centre. In
August 2025, Mr. Mann again
met the Dera head and laid the
foundation stone for a Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP) at Dera
Sachkhand Ballan. These re-
peated visits only show the sig-
nificance of Dalit voters.

Leaders from other parties,
including the SAD and the
Congress, have also been visit-
ing Deras as the countdown to
the polls has begun.

Appeasement politics
As per an academic estimate,
in Punjab, Dalit voters have a
high to moderate electoral in-
fluence in at least 55 Assembly
constituencies of the total 117
Assembly constituencies.
While the division among
the SCs has been one of the
reasons behind their political
marginalisation, over the
years, political parties have of-
ten made what observers see
as token gestures toward the
Dalit community’s upliftment,
rather than pursue genuine
empowerment by sincerely
implementing constitutional
protections and reservation
laws. Mainstream political
parties have largely kept their
focus on appeasement politics
and have hardly nurtured any
genuine Dalit leadership.

vikas.vasudeva@thehindu.co.in

22J7. Why Punjab’s Dalits
remain divided

9Te & gfard 39 oY Rsnfaa
T4 &

e The Scheduled Caste
(SC) community of Punjab is close
to 32% of the total population of the
State, the highest in the country,
yet they remain politically
marginalised, having produced
only one Dalit Chief Minister and
that too for a brief period in the
year 2021.

USTE hT HTHFAT ST (T
HCIY g T el STAEEAT T
SITHIT 32% &, S &2 A Fala g,
T off T Tereifas ® @ g1fT )W
I EUE| I 2021 H 3 TS A
sharel T gfdrd FEg#E &, 3k
dF 81 g & iEred rafer & faw

e While the SCs in Punjab
are close to 32% of the total
population, the Jat Sikh population
is over 20%; yet since 1977, the
State has not seen a single non-
Jat Sikh Chief Minister till 2021,
when Charanjit Singh Channi
held the top post for a brief period
during the Congress regime,
indicating the political dominance
of the Jat Sikh community.

e daite 7 Jrrqfara sfoat v
SAGEIT ST 32% &, STafeh SATe
@ Taer i Seaear 20% d $o
R g, T ol 1977 § o 2021
s T H 13 & AR-sre g
HEIHA 761 Fa11| Y 2021 H FIH
AT  ERTT TRV g Teedl ¥
Tferga 3rafer & faw g ueg e,
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e Before Mr. Channi, it was Giani Zail Singh who was the last non-Jat Sikh Chief Minister of
Punjab between 1972-77.

it Tooht & Igor A Aer R & dorre & 3ifaw I-are B geaeh 3, Segia 1972 % 1977 &
T g 9g GHTCT|

Sharp divisions

e s

o  While some of the SC Deras, such as the Ravidassias and Ad-Dharmi groups are well-off in
terms of education and have attained upward social mobility, others, like the Balmikis and
Mazhabis, are the ‘marginalised within the marginalised’.

el $O FeTHad sfer 3Y, S T 3R 3re- et wger, Rvew & 67 F srvenea @Hey &
3R Segiel WRAfor Searfar uree 1 §, 9l aTesifr 3R Foree S8 FHer ‘Fifle o e
wHErat & sfia¥ sit g s gfde o €
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Toxic gas kills 20 in Sikkim tunnel; 5 workers still trapped

RfFerar iy goor & R 3w & 20 41 A 7oy, 5 #AF 37 o vF g

A fire lights up the night on Senganatham hill in Vellore on
Tuesday. C. VENKATACHALAPATHY

Chenganatham Hill (also spelled Senganatham Hill)
is a scenic hill located on the outskirts of Vellore city in
Tamil Nadu. It forms part of the Palamathi Hills region,
which belongs to the Eastern Ghats landscape.

Fire on the hill

Afire lights up the night on Senganatham hillin Vellore on Tuesday. C. VENKATACHALAPATHY
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Toxic gas kills 20 in Sikkim tunnel; 5 workers still trapped

GUWAHATI/NEW DELHI

A sudden release of sus-
pected methane gas killed
at least 20 workers inside
an under-construction tun-
nel of the National Hydroe-
lectric Power Corporation
(NHPC)’s Teesta State-VI
Hydroelectric Project in
Namchi district of Sikkim.
Efforts were under way to
rescue five others trapped
inside the structure.

The incident occurred
inside the head race tunnel
under construction at Sa-
mardung on Monday after-
noon “due to sudden ex-
plosive release of
suspected methane gas
trapped/embedded in the
rocks, resulting in the gen-
eration of dense smoke
and toxic gases”, the NHPC

Twenty-five personnel
were inside the tunnel dur-
ing the incident, the NHPC
said, citing information re-
ceived from officials at the
project site. Seven of the
dead workers have been
identified so far.

Three of them were
from West Bengal, one
each from Sikkim and Utta-
rakhand, and the rest from
Assam, Namchi’s Superin-
tendent of Police, Sonam
Dolma Bhutia, told journal-
ists. A few bouts of rainfall
since Monday have affect-
ed the rescue operations to
some extent, she said.

“Our site engineering
teams are working round
the clock alongside the
authorities to assist in sta-
bilising the tunnel environ-
ment and ensuring rescue.

An ambulance inside the tunnel in Namchi, Sikkim, on Tuesday. P

A detailed investigation
will be conducted to ascer-
tain the cause of the inci-
dent,” the NHPC said.

Rescue efforts on

The NHPC said the project
team was working in close
coordination with the dis-
trict administration, the
National Disaster Response

Force, the State Disaster
Response Force, local
authorities, and other
emergency agencies to
support the rescue opera-
tions. Apart from top offi-
cials of the NHPC, a special
rescue team from the Di-
rector-General of Mines Sa-
fety has reached the site.
On Tuesday morning,

22J7. Toxic gas kills 20 in Sikkim tunnel; 5 workers still trapped
e i goor & fadelt da & 20 4fAFT A 77, 5 A+ 3ra ot v go

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi called Sikkim Chief
Minister Prem Singh Ta-
mang to enquire about the
situation. “The Prime Mi-
nister expressed deep con-
cern and compassion for
the affected workers and
their families. He assured
the State government of all
possible assistance,” a Sik-
kim government statement
said.

The Chief Minister in-
spected the project site
with Governor Om Prakash
Mathur. He announced
that the State government
would constitute a high-le-
vel inquiry committee to
ascertain the cause of the
incident. The government
would provide ex gratia as-
sistance to the families of
the deceased workers, Mr.
Tamang said.

e A sudden release of suspected methane gas killed at least 20 workers inside an under-
construction tunnel of the National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC)’s Teesta
Stage-VI Hydroelectric Project in Namchi district of Sikkim.

RAfFwa & AT o F A gEsaFed rav FRURAA (Tavadit) $r dwar oy
Srerfacgd aRAISTaT o foraomehs geer 7 @feaer sider 3w & sreneisn Raa & HA-8-5H# 20
HTATT T FG B TS|
e Apart from top officials of the NHPC, a special rescue team from the Director-General of
Mines Safety has reached the site.

AT & IS ATAHRAT & ITARFT TeTeT GRaT AT H1 veh A qara & 8y
Wwwq’g‘%ﬂé%"l
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Is Yashwant Varma still a judge?

‘The power to resign at will protects judicial independence; when misused. it helps evade accountability: the report by the committee tasked with investigating

charges of misbehaviour a
fos 11 Polity

EXPLAINER

G. Mohan Gopal
V. Venkatesan

arliament is set to take up in
the coming Monsoon Session
the report of the committee

appointed by the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha under the Judges (Inquiry)
Act, 1968, to investigate charges of
‘misbehaviour against former judge of the
Allahabad and Delhi High Courts,
‘Yashwant Varma, who has since resigned.
The allegations against him arise from the
discovery in March 2025 of partially burnt
currency notes in an outhouse at his
official residence. Mystery surrounds his
current status and the future course of the
pending proceedings in Parliament.

On one hand, three months after his
resignation, Mr. Varma continues to be
listed by the Allahabad High Court and by
the Department of Justice of the Union
government as a sitting judge. This has
given rise to misgivings about whether his
Tesignation has taken effect or remains
subject to acceptance by the President.

On the other, it has been reported that
following Mr. Varma’s resignation on April
9, 2026, his status at the Bar was changed
to “active” on resumption of practice.
Some of his dues and benefits as a sitting
judge have reportedly been stopped since
the resignation.

Four questions follow.

(1) Is M. Varma’s resignation subject to
acceptance by the President?

Our Constitution vests 13 constitutional
functionaries with the “power to resign at
will”, without their resignation being
subject to acceptance by any authority.
‘They may resign merely by writing under
their hand addressed to an authority
specified in the Constitution. Needing no
acceptance, the power to resign at will is
an essential safeguard for the
independence of these offices. It protects
incumbents from being forced to work
under coercion.

The offices vesting incumbents with
this power are: the President; the

»n
Publicly availabl

fjudges have been handled in compliance with

that past
the law. 5. SUBRAMANIUM

Vice-President; the Deputy Chairman of
the Rajya Sabha; the Speaker and Deputy
Speaker of the Lok Sabha; a judge of the
Supreme Court; a judge of High Courts;
the Governor; the Speaker and Deputy
Speaker of a State Assembly; the
Chairman and Deputy Chairman of a
State Legislative Council; and a member
of Public Service Commissions.

In contrast, Article 101 (3)(b) of the
Constitution expressly says that the
resignation of Members of Parliament is
subject to acceptance by the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha or the Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha. Under Article 190(3)(b), the
resignations of members of State
Legislative Assemblies and Legislative
Councils are subject to acceptance by the
Speaker or the Chairman.

A five-judge Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court in Union of India vs Gopal
Chandra Misra (1978) unanimously
reaffirmed the power of Supreme Court
and High Court judges to resign at will.

Justice S. Murtaza Fazal Ali dissented
from majority judges who held that a
resigning judge could choose a future date
and withdraw the resignation before that
date. But Justice Al reflected the
unanimous view of the Bench that no
acceptance was needed for resignation of
judges. He wrote categorically that “the
effectiveness of the resignation does not
depend upon the acceptance of the
resignation by the President...the

Tesignation acts ex proprio vigore”
(automatically without requiring any
external action). At least 12 High Court
Jjudges have resigned since 2017. One
Supreme Court judge, Justice Dalveer
Bhandari, resigned in 2012 to join the
International Court of Justice. Publicly
available data suggests that these
resignations have been handled in
compliance with the law described above.

(2) Can Mr. Varmasstill be held out as a
sitting judge?

Since Mr. Varma ceased to be a judge
on April 9, describing him after that date
as a sitting judge of the Allahabad High
Court in the Department of Justice’s list or
on the website of the Allahabad High
Court is clearly wrong.

There is no justification for retaining
the name of a person who is not a judge
in lists of sitting judges for over three
months. It would only be proper for the
‘Union Department of Justice and the
Allahabad High Court to correct the error
and delete his name. It would, needless to
say, beillegal for him to receive any salary
or benefit as a sitting High Court judge.

(3) Do the proceedings survive the
resignation, now that removal from office
is moot?

‘The Committee’s report pertains to Mr.
Varma’s conduct prior to his resignation.
‘The resignation, therefore, does not affect
the laying of the report before both
Houses and its being made public.

22J7. Is Yashwant Varma still a judge?

FIT JAad AT 31 3 =grarefier 2

former judge Varma is set to come up in Parliament; what will become of Varma now that he has resigned?

Indeed, there is a statutory duty to do so.
The public also has a legitimate right to
know whether the Committee found any
proved misbehaviour on the part of a v
sitting judge of a constitutional court.

If the report finds Mr. Varma not guilty
of the charges, the matter ends there.
Even if the report finds him guilty, the
motion for his removal can no longer be
moved. Having resigned, Mr. Varma does
not hold the office of a judge and cannot
be removed from it. Under Section 6, the
report is to be discussed by Parliament
along with the motion. As the motion
lapses and cannot be discussed, the
report too cannot be discussed by

THE GIST

Three months after his
resignation, Mr. Varma
continues to be listed by tl
Allahabad High Court and |
the Department of Justice
the Union government as ¢
bitting judge

v

s Mr. Varma's resignation
subject to acceptance by tl
President? Will the ‘power

Parliament under the Act. resign at will’ continue to
(4) Should the Constitution be apply in his case?
amended so that judges facing removal -

cannot evade accountability by resigning?

There is a genuine concern that the
framework for judicial accountability
through removal proceedings under the
Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968 suffers from a
loophole. Judges may resign at will before
Parliament takes up the motion for their
removal, halting the entire process.

This loophole is best addressed by
amending the Constitution, rather than
by executive or judicial interpretation of
the Constitution or of the 1968 Act. The
amendment may provide that the
resignation of a judge facing removal
proceedings is subject to acceptance
during their pendency. To safeguard
judicial independence, the power to
accept the resignation of a judge should
vest in the Chief Justice of India rather
than in the President. Should Parliament
want to discuss the report submitted by
the Inquiry Committee set up under the
Act despite the judge’s resignation, it
should be amended to enable it for the
purpose. Interpreting inadvertent silences
in the Constitution or the Act to suit the
concerns of Parliament or the Executive
would be against the rule of law.

(G. Mohan Gopal is former Director of the
National Judicial Academy and former
Vice-Chancellor of National Law School of
India University, Bengaluru. V. Venkatesan
is Contributing Editor at Supreme Court
Observer. The views are their own)

Do the proceedings survive
the resignation, now that
removal from office is moa
What happens if he is foun
guilty of the charges?

o Parliament is set to take up in the coming Monsoon Session the report of the committee
appointed by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha under the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968, to
investigate charges of misbehaviour against former judge of the Allahabad and Delhi High
Courts, Yashwant Varma, who has since resigned.

IR AGTHA T H HHG ANGHSHT IEAT GaNT warameier (i) srfarfers, 1968 & 3ideta
ST @fAfT i R W far w391 3@ AT H1 36T SaTeETE AT el 3T Fa™Teay &
qd FATATERRT JRA TAT o [I6SH ST 7T GIEROT 3 HRIYT T SArer o Torw fovam aram ar,
TSiegiel a1 & gEdwT & fe=m|

e The allegations against him arise from the discovery in March 2025 of partially burnt
currency notes in an outhouse at his official residence.

3oTeh Treeer TRIT AT 2025 H 3e1h JTAHIR 3ATH o ATSTEISH # HIfAF T A ST §C AT
el T eI A S B

e Mystery surrounds his current status and the future course of the pending proceedings in

Parliament.

mmm%aﬁammﬁaﬁamaﬁm%maﬁmmaﬁaﬁmmgé%l

e On one hand, three months after his resignation, Mr. Varma continues to be listed by the
Allahabad High Court and by the Department of Justice of the Union government as a

sitting judge.

T 3R, ST & et 7t a1E 37 SATGTaTE 35T AT AT g WFR &+ Fysmar v gl
o gAT 1 31 N FRG Fararefier & F9 7 AT ST @I
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This has given rise to misgivings about whether his resignation has taken effect or remains
subject to acceptance by the President.

m%mmmﬁ%%wmmmﬁw%ywmaﬂmaﬁ
il W B

On the other, it has been reported that following Mr. Varma'’s resignation on April 9, 2026, his
status at the Bar was changed to “active” on resumption of practice.

&l 3R, g 1 AT I foh 9 3riYer 2026 T A qHT & EAD o dle;, TeT: FhTold TR el
IR AR H 361 Tt “afpa” & & 13|

Some of his dues and benefits as a sitting judge have reportedly been stopped since the
resignation.

Ig o I I ¢ o SEth o oTe; FRT wATATERT o &9 & Al aTel 3eieh HS ageh X oy
U Ru T gl

Four questions follow.

e 91¢ IR 99T 3cqeT ald & |

(1) Is Mr. Varma’s resignation subject to acceptance by the President?

(1) = #ft a7 F1 gEATwT wegufa H FHfa ) HIR E?

Our Constitution vests 13 constitutional functionaries with the “power to resign at will”,
without their resignation being subject to acceptance by any authority.

FART R 13 Fdenfae gerfteiat # “soorTar st 9 i afFa” gee Far s,
oraeh forw fordlr ot onfRren iy &hr Efiepfal 3mmaeareh =gt gicit|

They may resign merely by writing under their hand addressed to an authority specified in the
Constitution.

9 Hfaerer 7 fRfese Ty T AT 3 §U e e gEAERIFT I GaNT SEAHT &
ghd gl

Needing no acceptance, the power to resign at will is an essential safeguard for the
independence of these offices.

Tl FellepTel & a7 Bt % HRUT FTOITAR SEAPT &t Y AT So7 TeT hT Farerrar
Teh HedqUT HAETioTeh T ¢ |
It protects incumbents from being forced to work under coercion.

Ig TSR 1 Fordl Teh o SalTd IT ST o 3icialel i et o for faaer fohw Sy & geam
EHCETGIR!

The offices vesting incumbents with this power are: the President; the Vice-President; the
Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha; the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the Lok
Sabha; a judge of the Supreme Court; a judge of High Courts; the Governor; the Speaker
and Deputy Speaker of a State Assembly; the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of a State
Legislative Council; and a member of Public Service Commissions.

et Uei WX 3 SfFadi r Ig ATFd 9Ted &, 31 USeuTe, SURTSEUT, TSTTHT &
SYHHTIT, ANHTHT & 4T 3R IUTETET, ITTTH T h AT, 3TT +AATAAT oh
FITaTeTer, ASAITe, U= FAUTAEsiT & aregar 3R 3ureyet, Tsw femr aiwg & wsmafa 3ikk
SYAHTITA, TUT A VT AR & Te T A g

In contrast, Article 101(3)(b) of the Constitution expressly says that the resignation of
Members of Parliament is subject to acceptance by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha or the
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.

58 faudid, SfauTer & reTeda 101(3)(b) & Tuse foham ara & 1% WHE HEHAT T SEAT
ANFHAT IHEART 37T TSIWHT & THTIT GIRT FolhN [ehT STTed O &1 FHTET gram|

Under Article 190(3)(b), the resignations of members of State Legislative Assemblies and
Legislative Councils are subject to acceptance by the Speaker or the Chairman.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagel 1



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

S 9K, HeTeda 190(3)(b)  3icaTct T Fyerrerarsmait aam Ryerer afwal & weedt & s&ds
T 37UAT FHTITT GaRT TAHR fhT STl IR &7 TeTar gl 8 1

A five-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in Union of India vs Gopal
Chandra Misra (1978) unanimously reaffirmed the power of Supreme Court and High Court
judges to resign at will.

ITIdH AT $T g ~grmeiel $r Gfaensr dis s Union of India vs Gopal Chandra Misra
(1978) ATH H FAGFATT § ITqaH AT 3R I wARATerdl & ~IATENei o sTamlan
SECTDT St o TR T IoT: gTSe |

Justice S. Murtaza Fazal Ali dissented from majority judges who held that a resigning judge
could choose a future date and withdraw the resignation before that date.

mﬁw.gﬁmmm#a@ﬁa%wﬂaﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁwwm%
SECIT ot aTell warameiter sifassy &1 &1 fafdr FruiRa a5 wear § 31k 38 Afy & 9@ 3=
SEATHT a9 of ThelT & |

But Justice Ali reflected the unanimous view of the Bench that no acceptance was needed
for resignation of judges.

Toher] ~ATrafct 370l o Ps T 58 HIHEHA T 1 FAY T o =arareieit & secith & fow
e Tl far it 3maeaerar A g

He wrote categorically that “the effectiveness of the resignation does not depend upon
the acceptance of the resignation by the President...the resignation acts ex proprio
vigore” (automatically without requiring any external action).

3giel TISC 9 H Torer & “gwelits it wanmaeiierar Iegufer garT sahr F&ipia W iR a8
FCA.... SECAHT ex proprio vigore ¥ FAGHTT & HTUR Fad &1 FaTet g1 SIraT @7, 37T e
el el F1%aTS & Faa: T @ ST &

At least 12 High Court judges have resigned since 2017.

2017 & TG ¥ FH-U-FHH 12 3o wATATerAT & wATaTefier e & I g

One Supreme Court judge, Justice Dalveer Bhandari, resigned in 2012 to join the
International Court of Justice.

STIAH AT & Toh ATl # e Eed $iERY & 2012 A HAWSET #arrerd H
g Tliehr il o ToIw g&cioT feam 2|

Publicly available data suggests that these resignations have been handled in compliance
with the law described above.

AIdSTeleh &9 & ST 371ehst ¥ Hehel AT & T3 37 ol sEIt 7 fuer 3uded faftew
AT o 376 fohdT I &

(2) Can Mr. Varma still be held out as a sitting judge?

(2) Fa1 50 TAT FY 317 oft FRRG ~FrATENT AT AT AFATR?

Since Mr. Varma ceased to be a judge on April 9, describing him after that date as a sitting
judge of the Allahabad High Court in the Department of Justice’s list or on the website of
the Allahabad High Court is clearly wrong.

wfeh A TAT 9 3T HT AR & U ¥ JU & Toh I, SATAT 39 Y & a1e; iy va =
framer T =i 3127aT SATETaTE 3T FATATY T ATHISE W 3¢ PN FATATENRT & & H gelfer
TISE § eI B

There is no justification for retaining the name of a person who is not a judge in lists of sitting
judges for over three months.

S caferd Famareier g1 §, 36! AT FRR Fararedii S g=h 7 & 7@ & 1t aea aw
AT @ T s 3T 78 8

It would only be proper for the Union Department of Justice and the Allahabad High Court
to correct the error and delete his name.
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U R 3efent A1 G A ger &

It would, needless to say, be illegal for him to receive any salary or benefit as a sitting High
Court judge.

TG gl ITTTaTSH ¢ b SR 3= AT & ~rareNer & &7 7 37 forw fordT oy yehw ahr

AT 372UAT AT UTCT HTAT AL 1T
(3) Do the proceedings survive the resignation, now that removal from office is moot?

(3) FIT ARTYT & q1¢ Tt FIRIATET ST T§ Al §, TITF Ig & g T I 3 YTHATNS g 4T
e

The Committee’s report pertains to Mr. Varma’s conduct prior to his resignation.
afff At RO A a#t & Smeres ¥ & 37 3rawor & F6rd

The resignation, therefore, does not affect the laying of the report before both Houses and
its being made public.

37cT: TARTIA 7 alell Feat o qareT Rl T el 74T 3§ Frdsiielsh fohT Silel OX IS T8
ERREC

Indeed, there is a statutory duty to do so.

JIET H, VT T Ueh Jenfores a1fica 2

The public also has a legitimate right to know whether the Committee found any proved
misbehaviour on the part of a sitting judge of a constitutional court.

ST T g STTeTel o7 off JY 31O & T Far afAfa o oAl wdanfae =amarey & sria
waraeiier & faeeer ol feer qureRor o forsehy fovehrer 81

Under Section 6, the report is to be discussed by Parliament along with the motion.
URT 6 3 AR R TR TG & G 3 Y faar fomam S7ar &)

As the motion lapses and cannot be discussed, the report too cannot be discussed by
Parliament under the Act.

Hfeh FFaTa Facl: TrsT#HTe g1 ST § 3R 38 W TR LT fohar 511 FhelT, safaT Hfafaasr &
et RaYE oT o wae 7 =T 787 A S Fha|

(4) Should the Constitution be amended so that judges facing removal cannot evade
accountability by resigning?

(4) FaT iAETeT F MU FRAT ST FIRT A1 ug A ge AT FRIGTET T AHAT HIT @
FATATTer SATTYH &) AAEGET § 99 7 Fh?

There is a genuine concern that the framework for judicial accountability through removal
proceedings under the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968 suffers from a loophole.

Ig AIEd e =T o1 faw § o =amarefer (ater) 3ffAgs, 1968 & 3ideTd ug ¥ ge= &Y
FAATRN & ATETH § AT TASe! GiATE et hl SHaUT H Teh @Y faegA=T |

Judges may resign at will before Parliament takes up the motion for their removal, halting
the entire process.

AT 370 9 | g o YT I WHG GaRT [TuR fohU ST @ Ugel FEoT § emras gl
& gfshar T ek Fahdt &1

This loophole is best addressed by amending the Constitution, rather than by executive or
judicial interpretation of the Constitution or of the 1968 Act.

= @AY &1 Fafas gamarT afaenea & gens Fi [Far ST @ohdr &, o T afaens ar 1968 &
sfafATd S FrRITfeT 3r2rar =R sarEar & Aregdq I

The amendment may provide that the resignation of a judge facing removal proceedings is
subject to acceptance during their pendency.

TN F g YT R ST HhdT & foF U & gera Y FIIATEY T TTHAT Y T§ «ITATENT T
TATTYT FIIATE clfoid ot & aTeT Figpfer & 37efiet gram|
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e To safeguard judicial independence, the power to accept the resignation of a judge should
vest in the Chief Justice of India rather than in the President.

AT TAAAT T I&TT o THT ~TATIRT T AT THHR I T ATFT WoEfy F TATT X
R & FET e A Afgd glet anfev]

e Should Parliament want to discuss the report submitted by the Inquiry Committee set up
under the Act despite the judge’s resignation, it should be amended to enable it for the
purpose.

IS o FArTeiier & AnTeA & Arasle AfAfaw & 3icddd arfda site afafer gar geqa R
TR TR XaT =1e, A 39 3eced 1 qicl 8 ifaiargs F @i fonar St wifg |

e Interpreting inadvertent silences in the Constitution or the Act to suit the concerns of
Parliament or the Executive would be against the rule of law.

AT 312aT AR 7 3179 & T§ 1S AT cgaean3it & <urear ue a1 R S
raereTaR =T faftr & e & Reerd & faeew g
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For the first time, undergraduate enrolments decline in India
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For the first time, undergraduate enrolments decline in India

AISHE reports released after a prolonged delay show a drop in students enrolled in undergrad courses, particularly in States such as Maharashtra and UP.

DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Pon Vasanth B.A.

ven as issues around educa-

tion have momentarily ta-

ken centre-stage amid the
protests led by the Cockroach Jan-
ta Party and activist Sonam Wang-
chuk, the reports of the All India
Survey on Higher Education
(AISHE) for two years released to-
gether after a prolonged delay by
the Union Ministry of Education
(MoE) has largely gone unnoticed.

Importantly, the strange trend
that has gone unreported is the in-
explicable decline in the total
number of students enrolled in un-
dergraduate courses across the
country. Such a decline has hap-
pened for the first time ever since
the Union government started pu-
blishing AISHE reports from 2011.

In the government’s own
words, AISHE “serves as the prim-
ary source of official statistics on
higher education in India and pro-
vides critical insights for policy for-
mulation, planning, and monitor-
ing of the sector”. Yet, the MoE
inordinately delayed the release of
these reports. The AISHE report
for 2021-22 had a delayed release
in January 2024. More than two
years later, the Ministry released
the reports for 2022-23 and 2023-
24 together earlier this month
without much fanfare.

The total enrolment in higher
education, which include under-
graduate, postgraduate, diploma,
Ph.D and other types of courses,
increased by 3.7 lakh (0.8%) in
2023-24 compared to 202223,
which is the lowest-ever increase.
However, the number of students
enrolled in undergraduate cours-
es, who account for over 75% of all
enrolments, declined by 93,000
(0.27%) in the same period (Chart
1). This is despite the fact that the
youth population in the eligible
age group saw an increase, along
with an increase in the number of
Higher Education Institutions

(HEISs) that participated in AISHE,
which went up from 56,180 in
202223 to 59,533 in 2023-24.

Neither the 202324 report,
which played up the marginal in-
crease in Gross Enrolment Ratio
from 29.5 to 30, nor the Minister
for Education Dharmendra Prad-
han, who cited the report to high-
light the increased enrolment of
female students in STEM courses,
have offered an explanation for
this decline. Interestingly, the de-
cline is seen only among male stu-
dents since the number of female
students enrolled in undergrad-
uate courses saw an increase alth-
ough they were fewer in numbers
than the males. The enrolment of
male students dropped by 2.2%
between 202223 and 202324
while that of female students in-
creased by 1.8% (Chart 2).

In absolute numbers, two States
— Maharashtra (-6%) and Uttar Pra-
desh (-3%) — accounted for the
highest drop in undergraduate en-
rolments (Chart 3). While the
chart shows only 10 States with the
highest number of enrolments,
several other States such as Jammu
and Kashmir and West Bengal saw
steep falls in undergraduate enrol-
ments by 13% and 8% respectively.
Delhi, a major hub for education,
registered a decline of 6%.

The States that saw declines ac-
counted for a drop of over six lakh
enrolments. The overall decline in
the country would have been far
higher, if not for the increase re-
ported in few other States such as
Tamil Nadu, Bihar, Karnataka and
Odisha. Tamil Nadu in particular
recorded the highest increase of
1.6 lakh, which is more than the
1.53 lakh decline reported in Uttar
Pradesh. The latter in particular
saw a sharp decline in undergrad-
uate enrolments, accompanied by
an almost similar increase in enrol-
ments in Diploma courses — a
trend not noticed in other major
States (Chart 5).

Programme type-wise analysis
showed that the decline was in
Arts, Sciences, and Commerce
(Chart 4).

Unexplained drop

Data for the charts were sourced from All India Survey en Higher Education (AISHE) reports released by the Ministy of Education.
With inputs from Gauri Singavarapu, Gandla Sneha and Sachin Swaraj, who are interning with The Hindu's Data team

CHART 1: This chart shows the overall enrolment and enrol-
ment in undergraduate (UG) courses. UG enrolments declined
for the first time in 2023-24. Value within brackets is GER
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CHART 2: The gender-wise number of students enrolled in
UG courses show that the decline in 2023-24 was noticed

CHART 4: Among the top five types of programmes
with highest number of enrollments, Arts, Science and
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CHART 3: This chart shows the changes in student

enrolments in UG courses in the 10 States with highest

number of enrolments. Tamil Nadu’s sharp increase offset

the overall decline in UG enrolments
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CHART 5: Uttar Pradesh was a standout case, where the

sharp decline in UG courses was offset almost completely

by the sudden spike in enrollments in Diploma courses
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22J7. For the first time, undergraduate enrolments decline in India
Tgel IR HRA H TATAS X W ATHAGA A PRrae

e Even as issues around education have momentarily taken centre-stage amid the protests led
by the Cockroach Janta Party and activist Sonam Wangchuk, the reports of the All India
Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) for two years released together after a prolonged
delay by the Union Ministry of Education (MoE) has largely gone unnoticed.

TeATY R § 53 Hee P STerell Il TAT AANSh FRISAT FeTH TS b Acfed H §U

TaRier yeelat o HRUT o THT & fov =l & e 7 T8, T o Frr Rvawr #amerr (vaAsns) carr
o faeia & 91 e a1 SIRY fohw 91w g vt & srf@rer SRl 3o fRrem wdfator (vangvweas) $r
ROTet 9 a9 T F €A1 +T61 fear aram|

e Importantly, the strange trend that has gone unreported is the inexplicable decline in the total
number of students enrolled in undergraduate courses across the country.
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HEcdqUT ST Ig ¢ o Tore 3T Uil OR &1eT 181 ST 9137, 9 Qe H Tl qIgashal 7
ATl et i e HEar # reuse FREe &

Such a decline has happened for the first time ever since the Union government started
publishing AISHE reports from 2011.

2011 & g BIHR ¢aRT u3nsraTas RUlE YA ot e & 91g & Igel IR 39 YR

ARrae goT T IS B

In the government’s own words, AISHE “serves as the primary source of official statistics on
higher education in India and provides critical insights for policy formulation, planning,
and monitoring of the sector”.

TR & YT sal H, THETHTHS R H 3= et & Gaifre nferenriken 31iehst T 5o7@ At
¢ U1 54 &1 & Afa-fasior, dere fsor 3k e & foe Agcaqo SRl 3uest s
gl

Yet, the MoE inordinately delayed the release of these reports.

R ot T8I FATerT 7 37 Rulet &t S ket & 31cateren faere fona|

The AISHE report for 2021-22 had a delayed release in January 2024.
2021-22 F1 wamsraras R FAad) 2024 7 e T TR $Hr 15|

The total enrolment in higher education, which include undergraduate, postgraduate,
diploma, Ph.D and other types of courses, increased by 3.7 lakh (0.8%) in 2023-24
compared to 2022-23, which is the lowest-ever increase.

3o T, TS9H &as, FaseR, Bealar, fiva st 97 377 YR & 9eaHd A §, 7
Tl ATHTheT 2022-23 T eIl H 2023-24 H 3.7 A1 (0.8%) T, 51 376 cToh hT Ward A g &

gl

However, the number of students enrolled in undergraduate courses, who account for over
75% of all enrolments, declined by 93,000 (0.27%) in the same period (Chart 1).

gTellich, TATAH YISAHAT H ATHIThcl TSI hT HEAT, ST ool ATHIe T 75% F TR &,
34T 31afr 3 93,000 (0.27%) ©T 1S (TTE 1) |

This is despite the fact that the youth population in the eligible age group saw an increase,
along with an increase in the number of Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) that
participated in AISHE, which went up from 56,180 in 2022-23 to 59,533 in 2023-24.

mmgmmquaﬁﬁgmmﬁqaﬁgéamumﬂ?ﬁmaﬁmm
fRY&T FEYUTAT (Tadas) Fr T ¥ 2022-23 & 56,180 F TGHT 2023-24 H 59,533 g TS|

Neither the 2023-24 report, which played up the marginal increase in Gross Enrolment
Ratio from 29.5 to 30, nor the Minister for Education Dharmendra Pradhan, who cited the
report to highlight the increased enrolment of female students in STEM courses, have
offered an explanation for this decline.

o T 2023-24 Hr RAIE, TGS Fohel AR I & 29.5 A gt 30 glel I TAIT a7t e
T, 3R o7 &) T Rvaw 7l ey v, Sl vadSua urogwaAl A St F ded AR
I YWifehd A & T 50 RO F7 oo T, 38 FRIaT T s TISEHIOT S Th |

Interestingly, the decline is seen only among male students since the number of female
students enrolled in undergraduate courses saw an increase although they were fewer in
numbers than the males.

ek T2 g & T I8 TTRTae shael 7o fAganfdat & 2t a1g, stafe afgen Rgnfdat i e,
T gEsT & o oY, AT o Totrcteh uraashal 7 91 B

In absolute numbers, two States — Maharashtra (-6%) and Uttar Pradesh (-3%) —
accounted for the highest drop in undergraduate enrolments (Chart 3).

QT HEAT & TR 9 &l AsA—HFRISE (-6%) 3R 30T &2 (-3%)—3 FATaa AT 7
et Prae gor 1 718 (@1e 3)|
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New trade pact a win-win for India and UK.

he India-U.K.
Comprehensive
Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA),
which came into force on July 15,
marks a pivotal moment in the
evolution of bilateral ties. More
than a conventional
tariff-reduction pact, the
agreement reflects a strategic
alignment between two major
democracies seeking to recalibrate
their economic engagement in a
rapidly shifting global order.

The India-U.K. CETA represents
one of the most wide-ranging
trade agreements concluded by
India in recent years. Aligned with
the broader India-U.K. Vision
2035, the CETA seeks to deepen
cooperation across trade,
technology, climate, and
innovation. The agreement
reflects the growing maturity of
the India-U.K. economic
partnership and provides a strong
institutional framework for
expanding trade and investment.

Both countries have further set
a target of doubling bilateral trade
to over $100 billion by 2030, an
objective that now appears more
achievable with the new
institutional framework in place.

Gains for both sides

The headline gain for India is the
zero-duty access secured for 99%
of Indian exports to the UK. This
is expected to boost
labour-intensive sectors such as
textiles, leather, footwear, marine
products, and gems and jewellery,
which are sensitive to pricing. It
will also benefit high-value sectors
such as engineering goods and
chemicals, where margins depend
on consistent market access.
Tariffs ranging from 70% on
processed foods to 12% on textiles
will now come down to zero.

The Indian government has also
addressed concerns relating to
steel exports. Recognising the
U.Ks new steel measures that
came into effect on July 1, both
sides have agreed on
arrangements that protect
commercial interests, minimise
market disruptions, and provide

Director General, Cll

The CETA can
reshape trade
and investment
flows, create
quality jobs and
growth, and
transition India
to a more
competitive and
innovation-
driven economy

greater certainty for Indian
exporters. Moreover, the import of
electric vehicles will be subject to
tariff-rate quotas, with tariffs being
reduced in a phased manner. This
reflects India’s calibrated
approach to balancing consumer
access with continued support for
domestic manufacturing. India
has also retained appropriate
safeguards in sensitive sectors
such as agriculture and dairy.

The deal also opens access to
government procurement
markets, enabling Indian firms to
bid for a wider range of public
contracts in the U.K., especially in
sectors such as infrastructure
services and consulting.

Equally important is the
agreement’s emphasis on services
and professional mobility.
Expanded access for Indian IT,
education, healthcare, financial
and professional service providers
strengthens India’s position as a
global services hub. The
agreement also strengthens
cooperation in education and
skills by enabling UK. institutions
to establish campuses in India.

Modern provisions on digital
trade, labour, gender, intellectual
property, and innovation, make
the agreement future-ready,
enabling Indian firms to integrate
into the U.K. and global value
chains, while attracting
investments for emerging sectors
such as fintech and green
technologies. These provisions
will also create new opportunities
for startups and Global Capability
Centres to further advance
collaboration in emerging
technologies such as Al

The U.K. is already India’s
sixth-largest investor, contributing
around 5% of cumulative FDI
(Foreign Direct Investment) equity
inflows into India since April
2000. The agreement is expected
to further strengthen bilateral
investment flows.

To maximise benefits from the
CETA, the Indian industry must
invest in quality upgradation,
standards compliance, and
sustainability. Indian companies
should leverage mobility

provisions to deepen their
presence in the U.K. services
market, build partnerships, and
invest in long-term capabilities.
Again, with opportunities in
sectors such as processed foods,
textiles, handicrafts, and
IT-enabled services and business
services, industry bodies have a
critical role to play in enabling
Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) to benefit
from the agreement. This requires
guidance on compliance and
regulatory requirements, as well
as procurement opportunities.

Template for the future
At a time of rising regulatory
barriers across the world, the
India-U.K. CETA reaffirms the
value of open, rules-based trade. It
supports India’s Atmanirbhar
Bharat vision by enhancing
competitiveness and complements
the Make in India and Digital India
schemes through greater market
access, services exports, and
mobility. For the UK., the
agreement strengthens its
strategic economic partnership
with one of the world’s
fastest-growing major economies.
Upon implementation, the
CETA can reshape trade and
investment flows, create quality
jobs and growth, and transition
India to a more competitive and
innovation-driven economy
thereby serving as a benchmark
for trade agreements.
Furthermore, the India-U.K.
CETA can also serve as a
foundation for trilateral economic
partnerships by combining India’s
manufacturing strength and
skilled workforce with the U.Ks
financial, technological, and
global commercial networks. The
U.K.s membership in the
Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership, together with the
proposed India-EU trade
agreement, can further create
complementary opportunities for
Indian businesses to integrate into
wider regional value chains,
diversify exports, and strengthen
supply chain resilience.
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22J7. New trade pact a win-win for India and U.K.

HRA 3R FaTses A & v 7§ g S g valt & fow smeerd

The India-U.K. Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA), which came into
force on July 15, marks a pivotal moment in the evolution of bilateral ties.

HRA-gATEes Farsa samas anfis vd AR wwsitar (@gdv), S 15 ST {3 g3,
gRva eyl & 3 7 v Ageaqet Hid T TR B

More than a conventional tariff-reduction pact, the agreement reflects a strategic alignment
between two major democracies seeking to recalibrate their economic engagement in a
rapidly shifting global order.

g THASIT hdel Teh IRIR Yeh-held! FASlAT A6l &, Sfesh e 1fd & seerdy afvas
SHGEAT H 3191 AT FEANT T TAAT TN et T T FX T§ al GHE Alweial oh o
e a1 o gfafefoa sxar g

The India-U.K. CETA represents one of the most wide-ranging trade agreements concluded
by India in recent years.

HRA-FeA13es farsar WS grer & a7 9N GarT Hueet fhT 70 Heady A9 AR Fasiat
HATH

Aligned with the broader India-U.K. Vision 2035, the CETA seeks to deepen cooperation
across trade, technology, climate, and innovation.

ST HRA-FAT8es fehersar Rsret 2035 & 3TTE, WEEIT FT 3e T AR, HlegA I, Srerarg
3R AR & a1 7 weder A 3K 3770 e e 6l

The agreement reflects the growing maturity of the India-U.K. economic partnership and
provides a strong institutional framework for expanding trade and investment.

I GASHAT ARA-ZATSes fhersar anfiies amstar i ot IRueradr @I gelffdr § qur =R ik
forder & fa&R & AT v goo FEARTT 2raT Jere T |

Both countries have further set a target of doubling bilateral trade to over $100 billion by
2030, an objective that now appears more achievable with the new institutional framework in
place.

alet &2l & 2030 A gFaqafT SATIR T FFTH 100 3T FAREAY ST F 3fUF e 1 a7
e fara &, St T FFARTA S & 9] gl & aTe; 31 311Re JTed del Q1o Yl gieT 8

Gains for both sides

3T gadt & forw amer

The headline gain for India is the zero-duty access secured for 99% of Indian exports to
the U.K.

AR & fAT T T37 o187 I5 ¢ o6 qamses Rrarssr 7 4R & 99% fdTa &1 qwa-2Ues vaer
9T &1 AT 5

This is expected to boost labour-intensive sectors such as textiles, leather, footwear,
marine products, and gems and jewellery, which are sensitive to pricing.

SEY HH-TTT &3, S qEH, TAT, JA-ToI, FHAY 3TITE TYUT TcoT T HATHTOT, T Fedrget
TProreT T 319t §, i 3 Fe feRor & ufey 3rcafeie daeeie &

It will also benefit high-value sectors such as engineering goods and chemicals, where
margins depend on consistent market access.

S 3TH-Hed arel 813, ST SN iNar 3crg IR THTIT, 1 87 o187 gYaT, STgl offet T ik
foReR aTeR wg e o fai &3 8

Tariffs ranging from 70% on processed foods to 12% on textiles will now come down to
zero.
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THEHA WG TardT 9T 70% Teh TUT T TR 12% Teh oV STt ATel ek I T e 81
TG |

The Indian government has also addressed concerns relating to steel exports.

R BFR o 39T fAaTa & afra RKIansit & o gamene fear gl

Recognising the U.K.’s new steel measures that came into effect on July 1, both sides have
agreed on arrangements that protect commercial interests, minimise market disruptions,
and provide greater certainty for Indian exporters.

1§ﬂ¢ﬁm$wmﬁmmmﬁaﬁwmﬁwﬁ§maﬁqﬁﬁﬁmw
HEAC §U & il cATaantas el Y 6T L, TR & SqUTT Y wHATH HT FAT HRCAT
a1 31 ARTadr ye= w391

Moreover, the import of electric vehicles will be subject to tariff-rate quotas, with tariffs
being reduced in a phased manner.

g8 3ifaferd, ey el & 3T o TRE-8T FIeT o] G TUT Yol H TROTEH alich &
FHHT HI SATTIT|

This reflects India’s calibrated approach to balancing consumer access with continued
support for domestic manufacturing.

wm*ﬂgﬁaqﬁaﬂwﬁam%mmm@mmﬁﬁmaﬁm
FHAY &t & i TJeleT T foham I &

India has also retained appropriate safeguards in sensitive sectors such as agriculture and
dairy.

HRA A F TUT g7 & S FdeTeler &1 & SuGFd GaTleds FraeeT o 710 W ¢

The deal also opens access to government procurement markets, enabling Indian firms to

bid for a wider range of public contracts in the U.K., especially in sectors such as
infrastructure services and consulting.

& wrdstfas Areqaret i A1k S @ell & fow diel o Fehalt, faQwent sraaeesm damst 3
RIS ST &7 A

Equally important is the agreement’s emphasis on services and professional mobility.
ST 81 HAgcaqoT 38 FHSN T Aar3it T FeraT arfaeferar o feam i fady g g

Expanded access for Indian IT, education, healthcare, financial and professional service
providers strengthens India’s position as a global services hub.

IR e e e, e, Fareer e, Rrear i et S st R e
TovereY @ AR e v 5 7 2 et Y R 31K g @

The agreement also strengthens cooperation in education and skills by enabling U.K.
institutions to establish campuses in India.

Ig THSICT Ferges fhersar o darfOres deaml st s & IRET TUTfid e i 3regAfa da
fRveTr om lerer s o &1 7 TEHT I o Foo TAT |

Modern provisions on digital trade, labour, gender, intellectual property, and innovation,
make the agreement future-ready, enabling Indian firms to integrate into the U.K. and
global value chains, while attracting investments for emerging sectors such as fintech and
green technologies.

RfSea SR, s, A wareTan, Sefas duer qur AarER & Gt smyfde waee 56
TSl F sifasa & v SR 7o §, oraw st Fafaat geamses fhrsa aur dfes e
AEATHT 7 J§AX G § TG g Fahet 3R Reerear T2 gl wigafarfrat o s et af
fraer 3T g1 |

The U.K. is already India’s sixth-largest investor, contributing around 5% of cumulative FDI
(Foreign Direct Investment) equity inflows into India since April 2000.
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IeT3es fharss ugel A §) IR FT ST Ha 737 fder § 3K ardter 2000 & 1R # 9red Fef
et el fAder (FDI) sfFadr uarg & s@eT JNeTeTeT oTaTseT 5% g

To maximise benefits from the CETA, the Indian industry must invest in quality
upgradation, standards compliance, and sustainability.

WEAT (CETA) & 31TIehcrst S187 ITec il oh TIT SRS AN 1 0T Seeidied, AIAHI &
AT TUT HeA el H A FIAT g1 |

It supports India’s Atmanirbhar Bharat vision by enhancing competitiveness and
complements the Make in India and Digital India schemes through greater market access,
services exports, and mobility.

IE AR & AT AR giReahIoT 1 afaraeicaarar seret FAdeT ST § a1 31T a6
@,ﬂmﬁwﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁma:mmﬁmsaéﬁwam%ﬁméﬁmmmﬁw
e T B

For the U.K., the agreement strengthens its strategic economic partnership with one of the
world’s fastest-growing major economies.

T3S fharsa & foT g5 Fasiian faea &1 wadt g aifey @ aoct worw srdegavansit & & v
R o ATY 3T TR 3T+ ArerY 1 3K Yoo At |

Furthermore, the India-U.K. CETA can also serve as a foundation for trilateral economic
partnerships by combining India’s manufacturing strength and skilled workforce with the
U.K.’s financial, technological, and global commercial networks.

g8 ATaRad HRa-geses fhrser Wigde sia & fafasior averar aur Fera srfaa 1
Te15es fharsw & R, wiegieT qar e aoifsas aeas! & Oy Sisa iy

T TRt Hr 3maR e off 9 Fhar &

e The U.K.’s membership in the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership, together with the proposed India-EU trade agreement, can further
create complementary opportunities for Indian businesses to integrate into wider regional
value chains, diversify exports, and strengthen supply chain resilience.

Teses farsw Y Fifeweraa v Mafla waidie v giw-fafre aréarfaa &1 weear aur
TETTAT RTINS HE SATIR FAFANT & T AT ARART sqaamat & fow sarges ey
Hed AT H Tehrehel giat, forTa & fafarar orer o amgfet sp@an i ereftemger & I oo

A & YT A 3coel Y Hehel ¢ |

India’s ICI gets an updated
series: what has changed?

The Centre has released a revised series of the ICL updating the base year, sectoral coverage and weights.

Here is what has changed and what it means for industrial growth

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

The story so far:

he Union Government has
released an updated series of
its Index of Core Industries

(ICI), which is a key measure of
how the main industrial sectors in India’s
economy are doing. This update now
brings the ICI on a par with other recently
updated metrics such as the national
accounts (Gross Domestic Product and
Gross Value Added), inflation, and the
Index of Industrial Production (IIP).

‘What are the key changes in the new
ICI series?

The previous ICI had a base year of
2011-12, which was significantly outdated.
So, the first major update of the new
series of the index was to bring forward

the base year to 2022-23. This makes the
data more reflective of current reality,
and thus makes it a more useful gauge of
industrial activity.

The second major change was to
increase the number of sectors covered to
nine from the previous eight. The eight
sectors earlier covered were coal, crude
oil, natural gas, refinery products, steel,
cement, electricity, and fertilizers.

Now, the government has said that
owing to the intensive use of iron ore in
industrial production, it has been added
to the list of core industries.

Other sectoral changes include
calculating steel production on a gross
output basis rather than a net output
basis so as to bring this in line with the
1IP, which is the other major industrial
production metric.

In the coal sector, the updated series

will only measure raw coal, and has
excluded middling and washed coal. This
change was made to eliminate the double
counting that occurred in the previous
series, as both middling and washed coal
are made using raw coal.

Which sectors have gained or lost
weight in the new ICI?
The inclusion of the iron ore sector and
the resultant increase in the total number
of sectors to nine would naturally lead to
aredistribution of the weights among the
sectors. Further, according to the
government, it has revised the weights in
the new series of the ICI to reflect the
weights of the same sectors in the IIP.
Both of these factors have led toa
significant redistribution of weights
among the sectors of the ICL. The newly
added iron ore sector has been assigned a

weight of 4.905% in the index, leaving
that much less of the total share to be
distributed among the other sectors.

The coal sector has seen a big
downward revision in its significance,
with its weight coming down from 10.33%
to 5.596%. The natural gas sector, too,
saw a major downward revision from
6.88% to 3.841%. Refinery products saw
its weightage reduced from 28.04% to
22.572%.

Some sectors increased in significance.
The electricity sector, for example, now
makes up 30.932% of the entire index, up
from the earlier 19.85%. The fertilizers
sector saw its weightage increase
marginally to 2.731% from 2.63%.

Have these revisions changed the final
growth picture?
There is certainly a difference in the data
output generated from the old series and
the new series for the same periods of
time. However, these variations become
smaller when scaled up over time and as
you move further back. That is, while the
May 2026 growth of the ICI has been
revised from 0.5% as per the old series to
3.2% in the new series, the full-year
growth for 2025-26 was only revised from
1.1% to 1%.

Hence, just because the series has been
updated, it does not mean the industrial
growth picture has radically changed.
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¥ The Union Government has
released an updated series of
its Index of Core Industries
(IC1), which is a key measure
of how the main industrial
sectors in India’s economy are
doing

¥ This update now brings the
ICI on a par with other
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as the national accounts
Changes include bringing
forward the base year and
increasing the number of
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22J7. India’s ICl gets an updated series: what has changed?

m#a@mﬁmmzmmg&

The Union Government has released an updated series of its Index of Core Industries
(ICl), which is a key measure of how the main industrial sectors in India’s economy are doing.

F5 THR 5 PR IGHNT GRS (ATEAIHTE) Y 3cTcTeT ATl T ¥ ¥, S R ¥ 3refegaear
& YA eI &1 & Yesiel I HGeT ST Teh Hgca ol Heheleh ¢ |
This update now brings the ICIl on a par with other recently updated metrics such as the

national accounts (Gross Domestic Product and Gross Value Added), inflation, and the
Index of Industrial Production (IIP).

S 3TCTcT o 1Y HTEHIITE 379 GToT &1 3 ST [T AT 3 ToTE Hhelehl, ST TSI
(Al T 3¢UTG T Fhel Hed qia), AEehfer, T 3iteafis scures gasis (Fr$3msd) &
AR & AT &

What are the key changes in the new ICI series?

1§ ITENITE sj@en A v TRacT 74T §2

The previous ICl had a base year of 2011-12, which was significantly outdated.
QEact ATSHNITS T ATUR T 2011-12 T, SiY FHTeRY GI1AT &1 bt AT

So, the first major update of the new series of the index was to bring forward the base year to
2022-23.

SaTAT 7S S[@ell 3 Ygell Yo IR YR 9§ T deeleh] 2022-23 A8

This makes the data more reflective of current reality, and thus makes it a more useful gauge
of industrial activity.

SEY 3HTehs TAT URTELTIAT 1 3ok FUre gfafsia wedd i § 3R siteafas afafafeai &
31TeheleT & forT 3718 3Tl gaa &1

The second major change was to increase the number of sectors covered to nine from the
previous eight.

S8 YA Raci TE & o AT 8 T &1 316 | oo At X &1 718

The eight sectors earlier covered were coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products,
steel, cement, electricity, and fertilizers.

& 3 AN 3T 83 A—erelt, Freet der, TTpferen I, Rvrerd) seura, ST, Wefe, Rega
YT 3ETF |

Now, the government has said that owing to the intensive use of iron ore in industrial
production, it has been added to the list of core industries.

T WHR A Fgl ¢ b ANk 3curest A il 3r9EF & 9 39T A G@d §Us'?r$k
3T bl T A ATA Fehar arar g |
Other sectoral changes include calculating steel production on a gross output basis rather

than a net output basis so as to bring this in line with the 1P, which is the other major
industrial production metric.

37 &I IRl 7 $EATT 3cTeeT T ITUTAT YGH ScUIGeT ITUR o FAT T Fhel Scq1GA
TR TR HT=AT AMAS 8, ATieh 38 HIGAAF Seureet o (SIS o 3776 =111 S Teh,
it e TR ScdTeeT T Teh e JHT Heheleh &

In the coal sector, the updated series will only measure raw coal, and has excluded
middling and washed coal.

FIIT &1 H HEIAT STl 379 shalol Fod HIFer hl AT H3T T FAsfAT Frrar 3T o
3T A T A A el {2 ST
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This change was made to eliminate the double counting that occurred in the previous series,
as both middling and washed coal are made using raw coal.

I IREc qaadt H@ell H el aTell GIgLY IOTAT hT FHICT &hdel & oI feohar IaT &, aRdifes
ﬁgﬁﬁaﬁwﬁhtﬂmganmaﬁ?ﬁwmmm@ﬁﬁmm%l

Which sectors have gained or lost weight in the new ICI?

$ TEANITE (ICI) H@er i ey &3 7 AR FgT AT T B2

The inclusion of the iron ore sector and the resultant increase in the total number of sectors
to nine would naturally lead to a redistribution of the weights among the sectors.

alte 3 81T T AMAT ThT STl AT ot QA T TEAT FTgend a1t 81 STt & IRUTHETEY fafdiear
&¥AT & 8T T G A oT Farstriaen 2T

Further, according to the government, it has revised the weights in the new series of the ICI
to reflect the weights of the same sectors in the IIP.

g8 AR, FIHR & ITAR 73 ITFHIATE (IC1) STl 3 #RY T 37 YehR AAMTET T arar
¢ 7 3 St eutes gaei® (1IP) 7 Fafad &t & R 1 wfaffad w3

Both of these factors have led to a significant redistribution of weights among the sectors of
the ICI.

$e7 g1+l R & HTEABTS (IC1) & FaAfHeeT &1 & HR & Iea@eNa IAfdcRoT g3 &
The newly added iron ore sector has been assigned a weight of 4.905% in the index, leaving
that much less of the total share to be distributed among the other sectors.

+q QiEATed dlg 3 &1 Y gerehich 3 4.905% T R YeTe fohdT 3T &, Fordeh HROT 313
&¥at & o AR glet aTell et TR 3T ot g1 I & |

The coal sector has seen a big downward revision in its significance, with its weight coming
down from 10.33% to 5.596%.

FIIAT 817 & Fgcd H Seal@alld Hal I 375 & 3R IHHT 9R 10.33% & T 5.596% & f&am
AR

The natural gas sector, too, saw a major downward revision from 6.88% to 3.841%.

ST YRR AT 3 817 T AT Y 6.88% & T 3.841% < feT TrAT B

Refinery products saw its weightage reduced from 28.04% to 22.572%.

RBTSAN IUTET T 3R 28.04% T TETHT 22.572% FX AT AT B |

Some sectors increased in significance.

TS &1 T Aged TGl ¢

The electricity sector, for example, now makes up 30.932% of the entire index, up from the
earlier 19.85%.

3ETEXOT & oY, faegd &7 1 81X 319 QX Fahih T 30.932% 8T AT &, ST Tgel 19.85% 2T|
The fertilizers sector saw its weightage increase marginally to 2.731% from 2.63%.

IEF A T AR 1 AR T § gt 2.731% &1 AT E, ST T8 el 2.63% T

Have these revisions changed the final growth picture?

1 g1 WA=t F Aifoer gefer w1 aRged sga rar @

There is certainly a difference in the data output generated from the old series and the new
series for the same periods of time.

TATREe §7 & T FHATET o T gl sl 3R 78 s7@er & ured 3wst & aRomat 7 3w
gl

However, these variations become smaller when scaled up over time and as you move further
back.
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glellfeh, HHY o Y 1Y AT & T I TUT NS o aNi bl R STl I A 37T 98Tl A &1
S gl
e That s, while the May 2026 growth of the ICI has been revised from 0.5% as per the old

series to 3.2% in the new series, the full-year growth for 2025-26 was only revised from
1.1% to 1%.

371, STel A 2026 & ToIT ITEHATE (IC1) T Fefer & Y AT HWell o 0.5% T HAMET T 715
HG H 3.2% Y f&T I1AT §, TET 2025-26 T AT aftr T halel 1.1% A TR 1% I 1S B

e Hence, just because the series has been updated, it does not mean the industrial growth
picture has radically changed.

37cT: helol ATl & 37Tt §1 STt o1 g 3 761 ¢ Tob AN gafar o1 woar aRgRy Hererd
I Feel AR

Global wars delaying FTA negotiations

The deals facing various degrees of delays include separate free trade agreements with the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, Israel, and the

Russia-led Eurasian Economic Union, cumulatively accounting for about $243 billion worth of trade for India, or about 20% of its total trade

T.C.A. Sharad
NEW DELHI

he ongoing wars in
T the world have led

to varying degrees
of delays in the negotia-
tions of at least three sepa-
rate trade deals that India
is working on, sources in
the government have con-
firmed.

These deals involve
countries that cumulative-
ly account for about 20% of
India’s total trade.

These negotiations are
on separate FTAs with the
Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) countries, Israel,
and the Russia-led Eura-
sian Economic Union.

“The GCC team had
come to Delhi for the sign-
ing of the Terms of Refe-
rence (ToR) of the deal and

avan

so it is our turn to go there
for the round of negotia-
tion,” a senior official in the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry told The Hindu.
“But with all this happen-
ing [the ongoing war in
West Asia], that visit is
pending.”

Commerce Minister Piy-
ush Goyal and the Secre-
tary General of the GCC, Ja-
sem Mohamed Albudaiwi,
on February 24, 2026, for-
mally launched negotia-
tions for a free trade agree-
ment (FTA) between India
and the GCC countries —
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates.

However, later that
month, the U.S. launched
its attack on Iran.

As a result, the first
round of negotiations is yet

War risk

India’s trade deals facing delays because of global wars

In § billion, unless specified

GCC 55.7 1229 178.7 14.70%
EAEU 5.1 55.6 60.7 5%
Israel 2.2 Ly 39 0.30%
Total 63 1803 2433 20%

Source: Ministry of Commerce and Industry » Note: GCC - Gulf Cooperation Council;

EAEU- Eurasian Economic Union

to take place.

“This FTA is of particu-
lar importance for India
not just as a strategic one,
but also because of ac-
cess,” the official said. “It
will mean that any one of
the ports of the GCC coun-
tries will give Indian expor-
ters access to all the other
countries.”

The negotiations regard-
ing the India-Israel FTA,
too, are facing similar de-
lays. The ToR for the deal
was signed in Tel Aviv in
November 2025 by Mr.
Goyal and Israel’s Econo-
my Minister Nir Barkat.
The first round of negotia-
tions took place in Febru-
ary 2026 in New Delhi and

22J7. Global wars delaying FTA negotiations
3REF JeHT F FROT FFd AR FAFGT (THET) Y e yenfaa

the second round was to
be in May in Tel Aviv.

However, the war in the
region delayed these talks
as well and changed the lo-
cation. Talks have only
now resumed, with the [s-
raeli negotiating team cur-
rently in New Delhi until
July 23 to discuss the deal.

“Our team was to go
there, but safety was ob-
viously an issue,” the offi-
cial explained.

He added that similar
concerns are leading to de-
lays in India’s in-person ne-
gotiations with the Eura-
sian Economic Union
(EAEU) as well. The EAEU
comprises Russia, Kyrgyz-
stan, Kazakhstan, Belarus
and Armenia.

“The first round of the
EAEU FTA was held in No-
vember 2025 and the se-

cond round in Moscow was
held all the way in June
2026,” he explained. “The
back-end talks are pro-
gressing well, but actual vi-
sits are becoming difficult
to coordinate especially
now that Ukraine has in-

tensified its
counteroffensive.”
India conducts $60.7 bil-

lion worth of annual trade
with the EAEU nations,
predominantly with Rus-
sia. It has a total annual
trade of about $178.7 bil-
lion with the GCC coun-
tries and $3.9 billion with
Israel.

In total, therefore, the
wars are delaying negotia-
tions on trade deals involv-
ing about $243 billion
worth of trade for India, or
about 20% of India’s total
trade.

e The ongoing wars in the world have led to varying degrees of delays in the negotiations of at
least three separate trade deals that India is working on, sources in the government have
confirmed.

gferar # ST geut & HROT AR ToTeT S -8-ahe clieT ITeaT-37e9T SATIR FHFANAT TR H1e Y T8T
g m@raraﬁ&ﬁﬁfaﬁﬁrmﬁwéﬁgéﬁl SHeT JTSe THRY Gl o Hr g

e These deals involve countries that cumulatively account for about 20% of India’s total trade.
goT ARSI 7 A ST Aeffesh T & HRA & Frel STIR T I 20% oA 7@

e These negotiations are on separate FTAs with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries, Israel, and the Russia-led Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU).

q arTe @rdt wganr aRe () & Jeeg o, SRS, TUT FH-Aqed aro IR nfdw
T ($USY) o 1Y 3TeleT-37eleT HFd AR FAFIAT (THAT) § Haifre £
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“The GCC team had come to Delhi for the signing of the Terms of Reference (ToR) of the
deal and so it is our turn to go there for the round of negotiation,” a senior official in the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry told The Hindu.

OIS Ta 3G HATET & Toh ass AR 7 & faeg &l TR, “THST & Fraiger
(E3AR) W §EATRR It & forw SR o1 gfaffasse feeel 3mam ar, safav s arar &
3Tl &R & forw gaARY &1 o agl ST1aT 21’

“But with all this happening [the ongoing war in West Asia], that visit is pending.”
3giet g, “clfehet afREe TRIAT & o @ Jeur & FHROT T I hergrel S §1”

Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and the Secretary General of the GCC, Jasem
Mohamed Albudaiwi, on February 24, 2026, formally launched negotiations for an FTA
between India and the GCC countries — Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates.

24 STad 2026 HT ATOST FA TRYW e AR S & Fgrafa smie fegraeg sraged
AR 7T S & Fera SAi—aedler, FAd, A, Fa, A IR IR T 3R IHARTT—
o oI FFd SATIR FASAIS T Jioeriven arell &

However, later that month, the United States launched its attack on Iran.
gTeiTTeR, 3T HE a1g ¥ T Tod HART = 701 TR g |

As a result, the first round of negotiations is yet to take place.

% IRUMATIERT qTdT T TgalT gR AT deh AT el gl 91T g

“This FTA is of particular importance for India not just as a strategic one, but also because of
access,” the official said.

37T A g, “ang&vm%%cmmﬁ?qﬁaﬁﬁaﬁaﬁeﬁwﬁqgﬂa:
HROT & AT Fgeaqol §1”

“It will mean that any one of the ports of the GCC countries will give Indian exporters access
to all the other countries.”

“gHeRT 31 grem foh S & TRl oi TeTT 32T T Ueh Se39Te IR fAaTdeht & 31 @i
HeET SR ek TG el haT|”

The negotiations regarding the India-Israel FTA, too, are facing similar delays.
HRA-FIRTSe HeFd SATIR HASI I ATATC 8 ST TehR T S b7 AIHAT T LT &

The ToR for the deal was signed in Tel Aviv in November 2025 by Piyush Goyal and
Israel’s Economy Minister Nir Barkat.

S TSI & FAG (AMIR) T FqaK 2025 H de Idia 7 Ay Mer iR so/sd &
rdegaeyT 7 AR &d o geareR e I

The first round of negotiations took place in February 2026 in New Delhi and the second
round was to be held in May in Tel Aviv.

a1t T TEelt G BIadl 2026 3 7§ fereelt 3 g3 o1 31 g@r gk 7€ 3 Ao 3rfia & ywariad 2|
However, the war in the region delayed these talks as well and changed the location.
ﬁﬁf&ﬁﬁﬁlﬁgﬂ}f%ﬁgﬂ&ﬁhﬁﬁﬁéﬂg‘éﬁksdw YT FCofall US|

Talks have only now resumed, with the Israeli negotiating team currently in New Delhi until
July 23 to discuss the deal.

3 SRR TTATE o E §S & 3R gorrgelt ATl &et 23 SeT o 30 Tl o el & fov o
Reeeht 3 Fleg 1

“Our team was to go there, but safety was obviously an issue,” the official explained.
31TRIRIY 1 e, “GHARY I T gl STiell AT, ifehel Y& Ueh Tse Tl &7 fawr o)

He added that similar concerns are leading to delays in India’s in-person negotiations with
the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) as well.

3egial el foh ST T T I3t & ShROT R 3R A7 I wwr ($wdy) & o weger
gt A MA@ R
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The EAEU comprises Russia, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Belarus and Armenia.
$udy A v, frfetearer, samaare, e 3R amferar enfare 8|

“The first round of the EAEU FTA was held in November 2025 and the second round in
Moscow was held only in June 2026,” he explained.

3ol ST, “§UEY AT AR AN T Tgell GR Taa¥ 2025 3 31T AT 3N g@wr g Arehr &
ST 2026 H ST HTANTS &1 Heh "

“The back-end talks are progressing well, but actual visits are becoming difficult to
coordinate especially now that Ukraine has intensified its counteroffensive.”

3egiel heT, “TESHA FaX Y ATATE e FaTlcl 9 QT &, oifehet TRVt 31 STafeh et o 379
Faret ¥ RIS AT F AT E, TeTeT T3 T HeaT el Shide gidl o @I g l”

India conducts $60.7 billion worth of annual trade with the EAEU nations, predominantly with
Russia.

HRA T $USY ST & I AT SATIR ST 60.7 3 STel¥ &7 ¢, Torae] TR SAIR §0 &
Y BT Bl

It has a total annual trade of about $178.7 billion with the GCC countries and $3.9 billion
with Israel.

ahzhmaeﬁa:mma:rsﬁ»raﬁaswwmﬂsj T STel JUT SIS & TTY ITHT
3.9 3T Sl FT &1

In total, therefore, the wars are delaying negotiations on trade deals involving about $243
billion worth of trade for India, or about 20% of the country’s total trade.

S8 Yo, JEHT & HROT SITS9T 243 I STl FHod oh SAMIR § SJS HASIT ohT aATATT FemfareT g
T8, S R & FeT SATIR T AT 20% 5|
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EXPLAINER

Santosh V. Perumal
CHENNAI

India, which is among the
five largest economies of
the world, is still toying
with the idea of introduc-
ing plastic currency, three
decades after Australia put
in place a full series of its
denominations and as ma-
ny as 60 nations use such
currency in some form.

Early this month, the
Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) currency printing
arm invited global Expres-
sions of Interest for supply-
ing polymer substrates
with embedded security
features, signalling its most
concrete step towards im-
plementation since the ori-
ginal 2009 proposal.

Plastic banknotes,
which last 2.5 to 4 times
longer than cotton-paper
notes, depending on de-
nomination, need highly
specialised biaxially orient-
ed polypropylene — de-
rived from petroleum and
natural gas, a sector with
direct correlation to envi-
ronmental concerns.

Although polymer cur-
rency offers an opportuni-
ty to modernise cash man-
agement by enhancing
durability, reducing lifecy-
cle costs and strengthening
security, apprehensions
concern production cost as
some calculations project
that it can approach or
even exceed the face value
of low-denomination
notes. Many countries
found that the production
cost alone was 20-24% of
the currency’s value for
low denominations.

The supporters of plas-
tic currency nevertheless
say lower replacement fre-
quency can justify the
higher production cost.
%10 and %20 notes see the
highest frequency of han-
dling and physical deterio-

ration, leading to dispro-
portionately high
replacement costs.

Large savings

Polymer notes could po-
tentially deliver large life-
cycle savings in these low-
er denominations , even
though they are not the lar-
gest by value since the
T500 note has consistently
been the single most wide-
ly circulated denomination
in India over the last five
years, both by volume and
by value, as per RBI annual
Teports.

Sustainability concerns
centered around higher in-
itial carbon footprint, plas-
tic waste disposal and the
need for specialised recy-
cling facilities even as a
previous study commis-
sioned by the RBI and con-
ducted by The Energy and
Resources Institute found
that the extended circula-
tion lifespan will stand in
good stead as fewer notes
would need to be manufac-
tured and transported over
time, giving polymer a
smaller overall carbon
footprint than paper.

Key queries

The logic behind RBI’s lat-
est move to revive the plas-
tic currency comes at a

- !

Note the costs: Plastic banknotes may also be costlier to make than cotton-paper ones.. GETTY IMAGES

time when India the coun-
try is fast going less cash-
intensive and digital tran-
sactions expanding expo-
nentially. While the stand
of both the RBI and the go-
vernment may seem justi-
fiable, some certain quer-
ies stay remain
unanswered.

Why should India invest
heavily in plastic currency,
most importantly when
there is due to the volatility
in petrochemical prices
owing to the West Asian
crisis-led global disrup-
tions. Since polymer is de-
rived from polypropylene,
fluctuations in crude pric-
es could increase increase
manufacturing costs of
plastic currency over time.

India is dependent on
imports for polypropy-
lene, which constitutes for
roughly a fifth of domestic
consumption even as ma-
jor domestic players as Re-
liance Industries and In-
dian Oil Corporation are
undertaking major capaci-
ty expansion aimed at scal-
ing capacity significantly
by 2030.

Secondly, why at a time
when digital payments are
booming? The Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI) now
processes more than
24,000 crore transactions

! e

annually, accounting for
85% of retail digital pay-
ments, while currency-to-
GDP ratio (the percentage
of total cash in circulation
relative to GDP), which had
hit a low of 8.7% in two de-
cades during demonetisa-
ton in 2016-17, has stayed
above 11%, reflecting a
structural shift in payment
behaviour.

The monetary system’s
dichotomy or currency de-
mand paradox, as coined
by the RBI, showed UPI
grew exponentially amid
steady growth in currency
in circulation, which ex-
ceeded %41 lakh crore by
2025-26 against ¥16-17 lakh
crore a decade earlier. This
apparently could be due to
informal sector and low
digital acceptance in rural
pockets where digital con-
nectivity is poor.

Cost curve

In India, data on the cost of
printing banknotes is not
available per denomina-
tion but the RBI provides
the cost of security print-
ing as part of its income
statement in the annual re-
ports, which show that the
aggregate expenditure on
printing cuwrrency was
35,101 crore in FY2023-24,
16,373 crore in FY2024-25

22J7. Will India’s plastic notes be a better alternative?

FIT AR A TATIRCH HaT AlC Tga fAFed ghr?

and %4,875 crore in
FY2025-26. Moreover, In-
dia reportedly spends al-
most 5,000 crore annual-
Iy to replenish and
maintain its stock of bank-
notes and destroys 20-24
billion soiled notes a year,
most of them lower de-
nominations, under its
Clean Note Policy.

Polymer banknotes typ-
ically cost 30-60% more to
manufacture than tradi-
tional cotton-paper notes
as they use specialised po-
lypropylene  substrates,
transparent windows, so-
phisticated anti-counter-
feiting features and com-
plex printing technologies.

Added to these costs,
ATMs, currency sorting
machines, vending ma-
chines and banknote pro-
cessing equipment may re-
quire recalibration to
handle polymer notes.
Commercial banks, cash
logistics firms and retailers
would incur transition
costs initially.

A research paper in the
International Journal of
Economics found the cost
almost doubled in lead up
to the period of demoneti-
sation (2016), driven by the
printing and issue of two
new series of banknotes
(X500 and %2,000) to re-
place all prior series of the
same denomination in cir-
culation. Since demoneti-
sation, ¥200 has also been
issued, leading to an in-
crease in the cost of print-
ing banknotes.

Average cost per note
printed, it noted, follows a
similar pattern, rising from
1.5 pre-2016 to 2.7 during
demonetisation and reset-
tling to pre-demonetisa-
tion levels as of 2019 sug-
gesting marginal costs of
printing currency in India
may not always decrease
with increased supply.

Historical perspective
RBI first mooted in 2009 to
introduce 100 crore ¥10

astic notes be a better alternative?

polymer banknotes. In
2012, the Ministry of Fi-
nance informed the Parlia-
ment the notes would be
introduced on a pilot basis
in five cities — Kochi, Mysu-
ru, Jaipur, Bhubaneswar,
and Shimla, selected for di-
verse climatic conditions.

The primary objective
was to increase the shelf
life but the project was
shelved due to technologi-
cal challenges.

In 2013 and 2014, the
Parliament was informed
that the Government re-
mained committed to the
pilot project, after which
the project apparently
went silent because of de-
monetisation and its ap-
purtenant costs, including
in printing new series.

‘What next?

Bharatiya Reserve Bank
Note Mudran has now in-
vited eligible domestic and
international manufactur-
ers to submit bids by Au-
gust 18 for manufacturing
opacified polymer sub-
strate sheets designed for
banknote printing.

RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra had last month
confirmed that polymer
currency was again under
active consideration.

As India moves towards
a digital rupee and deeper
financial digitisation, the
long-term demand for
physical cash may expand
slowly, potentially reduc-
ing the economic justifica-
tion for large-scale polym-
er adoption.

A currency is efficient
only when its production
and maintenance costs re-
main a small proportion of
its purchasing power. It is
not about choosing bet-
ween paper and plastic;
but about designing a
smarter, more efficient
cash ecosystem in an eco-
nomy where over ¥41 lakh
crore worth of currency re-
mains in circulation des-
pite the UPI revolution.

¢ India, which is among the five largest economies of the world, is still toying with the idea of
introducing plastic currency, three decades after Australia introduced a full series of such
banknotes and as many as 60 countries now use such currency in some form.

HR, ST fared i aier qad a9t srdeqaeansit 7 A §, 319 off caTiees HaT Y& a1 & faar
T IR X T &1 IF 99 § AT AT o o1ere1ar et g2k Tge et |l et
CATREsh wA1e o] T T & 3R TS oTa1sTeT 60 G fohell-of-fohell & & QT T 1 3TN T 7§

gl
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Early this month, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s currency printing arm invited global
Expressions of Interest (Eol) for supplying polymer substrates with embedded security
features, signalling its most concrete step towards implementation since the original 2009
proposal.

S FEIE T BT H AR Rarer I (RA3S) T Fe1 HooT ST = JicAeiie e gam
frahwasit arer wielier wewge 1 3 & fow 3R ofr srfdeafaa ($atams) smAfa &, s

2009 & Hel TEATd & d1G 3H G0 7 Fad 31 HeH AT ST @ 8

Plastic banknotes, which last 2.5 to 4 times longer than cotton-paper notes, depending
on denomination, need highly specialised biaxially oriented polypropylene, derived from
petroleum and natural gas, a sector directly linked to environmental concerns.

CATfeeH dF Ale, S Hegadl & HeTaR Hicad-AuT Alet T Tl 7 2.5 4 I HF FAT dH
eI §, 3eTeh TAHT0T & fAv sicaftren fafise afasrafr 3@ qiehwtargelsr 1 3aegehaT gl &,
St dgiferga 3R T A e & gred ga § T wiavel Riani & @Y g

Although polymer currency offers an opportunity to modernise cash management by
enhancing durability, reducing life-cycle costs, and strengthening security, apprehensions
remain about its production cost, as some estimates suggest that it can approach or even
exceed the face value of low-denomination notes.

T afeie HaT 31Tt fearzuet, o Shaer-a% anTd 3R S e & AT § ahe
YEeT T I Sellel T IHTE TGTol el &, T 1 ST FeUTGeT AT Y e FIATT =it
§‘§%‘, FLieh e HTehelell oh ITER [ola=T Hegadl o At & HHS H g SoTeht A fhe HAd &
IRER AT 38 &7 317 & Tohcll &

Many countries found that the production cost alone was 20-24% of the currency’s value for
low denominations.

g ST & 3Te7d ST & oh foret Hegast o wAiet & AT Shael Seuteet amrd 8 Hal & #Hod

TTITHIT 20—-24% grall 1

The supporters of plastic currency nevertheless say lower replacement frequency can justify
the higher production cost.

T ot cenfea et & FALHT 1 oeh ¢ o FAICT T e TR TG olel hl ITALThcll FHhT ITeIH
3cqTeeT T 1 3 Sara &1

%10 and %20 notes see the highest frequency of handling and physical deterioration, leading
to disproportionately high replacement costs.

210 37X 20 & AT T o 3770 3TANT gIaT § TAT I IR STed! T aid &, forgd 3
gfaEATgeT T AT AT T 31706 g T |

Large savings
3! g Y FHIGAT

Polymer notes could potentially deliver large life-cycle savings in these lower
denominations, even though they are not the largest by value since the ¥500 note has
consistently been the single most widely circulated denomination in India over the last five
years, both by volume and value, according to RBI annual reports.

Qe Ate AT Hedadit 7 Saer-as anrd & Fo I Seal@eid Fod YT HY dad &, T
e & IMUR R A TG T3 76T ¢ | HRA3$ H i Rtk & 3r7ar Roer ot awt & 2500 F71
Ale TEAT 3N HeT—LI=l givedl & 9R H Fad 3Tt Jufeld Headdl E1 5l

Sustainability concerns

Rewrer & o Ram
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Sustainability concerns centre around a higher initial carbon footprint, plastic waste
disposal, and the need for specialised recycling facilities, even though a previous study
commissioned by the RBI and conducted by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI)
found that the longer circulation life of polymer notes means fewer notes need to be
manufactured and transported over time, giving them a smaller overall carbon footprint than
paper notes.

e gaeh R fegd: IR Fae gefae, carf¥esd safise & fuer qur fady
YeA<ohOT GIAETHT T 3Taregehcl & ST €| gTeiifeh, RIS SarT TSI T4 E TeTshl U
RERfsr seeae (4 ganT U 10 Ueh 3eTare 3 qra a1 fp ofeleR et & ol 3o
37ATer o SROT HHY & I A et I [FHIOT IR TREGT A1 ISl 8, ToTad SeTent el Flaet
UG TRIEe HITH AT T JoIaAT 7 &1 ST 8|

Key queries
AEY g

The logic behind the RBI’s latest move to revive plastic currency comes at a time when
India is becoming progressively less cash-intensive and digital transactions are
expanding exponentially.

IRAITE SR CATREEH HT T Yeoiiid el it T Tg TIE O FoT & fohaT SIT T87 ¥ ST R
AN & o ARE-ITRA rfeaawyr ¥ 31T 9¢ @ § AR Bfoed daega dg afa a5 © &

While the stand of both the RBI and the government may seem justifiable, certain important
questions remain unanswered.

AT IS 3R THR FT GFCHIVT 3RIT TclTeT &1 Hehell &, T 87 & Fgeaqor geat 37 off
AR B

Why should India invest heavily in plastic currency, especially when petrochemical prices
remain volatile due to the West Asia crisis and related global disruptions?

SIS IRGH TRIAT e 3R 3AH 3cdet JT2aeh cATHTAT & HRUT Y)-THIT ST BT 3
TELRAT 11 £S5 &, I $IReT Y TeIfeeeh T 7R AT 47 e anfee?

Since polymer is derived from polypropylene, fluctuations in crude oil prices could increase
the manufacturing cost of plastic currency over time.

Hfeh TeNaT afelioIaTgels ¥ Se1cll §, SATAT Fod e Y HAdl H SAR-T FAT & Y
coNfeee FgT &Y fXATOT oaTeT agT Fhelm ¥

India depends on imports for polypropylene, which accounts for roughly one-fifth of
domestic consumption, even though major domestic companies such as Reliance Industries
and Indian Oil Corporation are undertaking significant capacity expansion aimed at
substantially increasing production by 2030.

HRA Tl GTelaTSelle 3T ohT STaTSdT Giaal [GEAT AT ¥ I AT B, STeieh Rerard
FSEd AR $T3T AT HIRARRAT S TG O] HTAAT 2030 TFeh ScUTGeT &THAT 7
Jooeld Jo 18 & ot 93 faTdR Hrishd o W 2

Secondly, why introduce plastic currency at a time when digital payments are booming?
GERT 92T I8 ¢ o ST R3fSreer sparater Aol & 9 1@ €, T« canf¥es HaT Y 3Taegehdr 41 ¢?

The Unified Payments Interface (UPI) now processes more than 24,000 crore transactions
annually, accounting for about 85% of retail digital payments, while the currency-to-GDP
ratio, which had fallen to a 20-year low of 8.7% during demonetisation in 2016-17, has
remained above 11%, reflecting a structural shift in payment behaviour.

IfAwTSs WieH Sehw (FNIS) 319 gfdad 24,000 F03 @ 3fAF Aeer Gafa wxarg 3R
Ge1 f3fSre ${ardTel 1 oaTs1aT 85% TEEAT HHTEACT & TET Hel-A-SALdY regured, St 2016-17
FAesal & gRIeT 20 ST & ITH 8.7% Toh IR ITAT 2T, 31T 119 H FIR 11 §31T &, S 31T
IAER H TITATcHS IR Y ST &
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The currency demand paradox, as described by the RBI, shows that UPI has grown
exponentially while currency in circulation has also continued to increase, exceeding ¥41
lakh crore by 2025-26, compared with ¥16-17 lakh crore a decade earlier.

Wmmaﬁﬁﬁamﬁﬂmaﬁm%%aﬁ@mwmmﬁmmﬁgm
€, e Tarelel 7 FeT 87 FHIAR Facll W 3R 2025-26 T g T4 1 FU3 § Hh g1 73,
STafh Ueh G2 Ugel Tg 91T T16—17 a1 135 Y|

This could be because of the informal sector and the relatively low acceptance of digital
payments in many rural areas, where digital connectivity remains inadequate.

SHHT Teh YHT FHROT HATaRe & H AT hr R ATTLThdT TUT 3aieh FTHoT 831 &
RBfSrea FaAfFefad) 1 ol & wRoT RifSes sperare &1 A 989R g Fhdar g

Cost curve

Tere Y ygfer

In India, data on the cost of printing banknotes is not available per denomination, but the
RBI provides the cost of security printing as part of its income statement in the annual
reports, which show that the aggregate expenditure on printing currency was ¥5,101 crore in
FY2023-24, ¥6,373 crore in FY2024-25 and ¥4,875 crore in FY2025-26.

R 3 T AYET hT TUTS T AT T Heqdar-aR TIaX0T 3Tl 781 ¢, o] AT Rard o
(RBI) 3191 arfée Ratet & 3imar farawor 3 graam ot 1 ST 7 Seoi@ T &1 38 TR
HET OUTS W $ol 77 e a¥ 2023-24 # 5,101 #0g, faw af 2024-25 # 26,373 3 oy faw

a¥ 2025-26 H ¥4,875 FU3 G|

Moreover, India reportedly spends almost 5,000 crore annually to replenish and maintain its
stock of banknotes and destroys 20-24 billion soiled notes a year, most of them lower
denominations, under its Clean Note Policy.

gaeh 3R, IR FTday T Al & 5K &Y Io1: YR Td FA1T TG T ST 5,000 F+5
Y AT § TUT 3= FG=a A aifa (Clean Note Policy) & 3ddld g7 a¥ 20 & 24 3R 3¢
3R atferared oAt &t s7se X g, ToreTat Jrferemier et Hogae! & gid g

Polymer banknotes typically cost 30-60% more to manufacture than traditional cotton-
paper notes as they use specialised polypropylene substrates, transparent windows,
sophisticated anti-counterfeiting features and complex printing technologies.

QTN FET AT o [AHTOT hr STl FIATI: TR Tl FTS & ANST T Jofell 7 30-60%
311 giclt &, Fifeh 3o7e7 ARy uteimiurgelsr gewee, ureeff fasfrar, 3ea srawmsh-Oe
F&T faRIvart qur sifee Fgor Wt sgerd g £

Added to these costs, ATMs, currency sorting machines, vending machines and
banknote processing equipment may require recalibration to handle polymer notes.

gl SIaTal & JTAReFa vdiew, e Sers wefiet, 3fEr wrefiel o e JewRTor 3ol &l dlclat
AIET & IHeTwT TeT: FHRN T Il I3 Hehell 51

Commercial banks, cash logistics firms and retailers would incur transition costs initially.
YR =0T H AOSTF o, Tae Al fecad Faferar a1 Gar RAsrarsit i Fshaor Fae
AN ST TgeT et usaiT|

A research paper in the International Journal of Economics found the cost almost doubled
in the lead-up to the period of demonetisation (2016), driven by the printing and issue of two
new series of banknotes (X500 and ¥2,000) to replace all prior series of the same
denomination in circulation.

FEIAUTT SoTel HIB FRIATATH 3 Feh[TIcT Teh MU & HTAR FAFLFIOT (2016) & I
37aTer & AT SIaT$aT AT &1 375 AT | SHeRT FHW HROT Ferelel H Hisle W=t T500 3K 22,000
Hegadl & oAel & T IR I8 Tl & FaT Alel Sl SIS 3R ST T S |
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Since demonetisation, ¥200 has also been issued, leading to an increase in the cost of
printing banknotes.

TaAdHIoT & aTe €200 o AT 8l STRY fohv a1, Foreey #7aT At i SuTs i AR 7 i §5
Average cost per note printed, it noted, follows a similar pattern, rising from 1.5 pre-2016 to
¥2.7 during demonetisation and resettling to pre-demonetisation levels as of 2019,
suggesting marginal costs of printing currency in India may not always decrease with
increased supply.

AT # g o Seold foham T & 13 9 Alle 3iad ours wmTd o 33t Yg iy o1 3eERoT el
€1 FE 2016 T Id T1.5 & Toend TAHENHTOT & aRTeT 22.7 81 718 3R 2019 T Yof: I T
ﬁwqg“zm@ S8 Tehel [HoTaT & foh IR & HaT ©urS T WAl oreTe 318 3mqfe & &y

GHRAT A 781 glciT|

Historical perspective

e TRveT

The RBI first mooted in 2009 to introduce 100 crore ¥10 polymer banknotes.

AT Rerd &% (RBI) A Tgell SR 2009 #H 10 HeFaLT & 100 FUF GIeHAT Al STRY el

YEATT QT AT |

In 2012, the Ministry of Finance informed the Parliament the notes would be introduced on
a pilot basis in five cities — Kochi, Mysuru, Jaipur, Bhubaneswar, and Shimla, selected
for diverse climatic conditions.

2012 # o FaTer o W6G 1 FAd R ok ga7 Aet a0t fafay Serary aRkfeufas & smm «w
T gt i —HeT, A9, FTIR, gaaeay iR Rwrar—a grgee TRIeT= & w9 7 TR
fera Seam|

The primary objective was to increase the shelf life but the project was shelved due to
technological challenges.

58 IRV T HET e wA1et 1 ITANA Y ToT=T U, o] ahetteht At & HROTSH
A o e aram|

In 2013 and 2014, the Parliament was informed that the Government remained committed
to the pilot project, after which the project apparently went silent because of demonetisation
and its appurtenant costs, including printing new series.

2013 31X 2014 # THE T TATAT IRAT o TSR $H IRIeIC TRATSTT o Ui Ifcisey ¥ 30 a1g
FAFFIOT TUT 3T FSAT ST, TANTHR 7S AT o FAIET I BUTS, & HROT Tg TRASTAT
TGRS FT & 33 & H Tl TS|

What next?
AP TEFATE?

Bharatiya Reserve Bank Note Mudran has now invited eligible domestic and international
manufacturers to submit bids by August 18 for manufacturing opacified polymer substrate
sheets designed for banknote printing.

R Rerd dF Ate Fgor wigde fAfdes & sre ur e 3R sawrsdir fasfarst & 18 e
ofeh FGT AYET Y TUTE & ToIT Irareeff aiehsr gewee oftel & s &g Afaerd smafya i ¢
RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra had last month confirmed that polymer currency was again
under active consideration.

AR Rere I & TaeiT o1 AT o [oel #EI GiSe 1 oY foh aiel#T aT &1 9=: Afohg
& § TR T@r v gl
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e As India moves towards a digital rupee and deeper financial digitisation, the long-term
demand for physical cash may expand slowly, potentially reducing the economic justification
for large-scale polymer adoption.

S-S R RS $94T 2T <a9es AT Rferesienor Hr fgem 7 3mt 9¢ |1 8, sifas a@dr
&1 Srefentiorer AT 3r9aTTehd el a1fa & 96 Ferchl B, Tored 93 YA o) aTella aAtel & et
&1 317 3R FA 8 Ihar gl

e A currency is efficient only when its production and maintenance costs remain a small
proportion of its purchasing power.

1S FET T3l T AT ST §, STa 3HRT SedTet AT WG AT 3HHT H ARF Y Joler

# gt 1

e lItis not about choosing between paper and plastic; but about designing a smarter, more
efficient cash ecosystem in an economy where over ¥41 lakh crore worth of currency
remains in circulation despite the UPI revolution.

T Shael T 3R Corfles & ST TheT i YU 78T &, SToe VAT 3rfeuaean & 3ifts
T TIAATYOT 3R FHerel AHG FGT YR [deh 8 el T TA9 B, STEl JUIIATS FHifeh o drasfe T41
A FN3 A 311 Fog HT 7T 379 37 Taele H 7
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Beta Pictoris b: hide and seek

drer R b: srw-fAath FrE«

Beta Pictoris b: hide and seek

Associated Press

stronomers have discovered a
A faint, elusive planet orbiting a

young star after more than a
decade of cosmic hide-and-seek. In an
unusual twist, two groups working
independently detected the cold gas
giant a few days apart late last year
using different telescopes. It’s the
dimmest planet ever directly imaged
from earth, scientists said.

A Scottish and German-led team
spied the new planet around the star
Beta Pictoris using the European
Southern Observatory’s Very Large
Telescope in Chile, then dug through
archives to confirm its orbit. The planet
had remained hidden in the data all this
time, overshadowed by its considerably
brighter star and two companion
planets. Beta Pictoris is located in the
easel-shaped southern constellation
Pictor and 63 light-years from earth.

A California-led team made the
discovery with NASA's Webb Space
Telescope. Two observations were all it
took with Webb, the biggest telescope
ever launched into space. Both teams
reported their findings in the
Astrophysical Journal Letters on July 15.

Each team was studying one of the
star’s already identified planets when
they spotted a less massive one

This image provided by the European Southern
Observatory shows the Beta Pictoris region on
March 6, 2014. ESO/AP

100-times fainter lurking farther out.
They deliberately kept their work from

one another so as not to bias the results.

The new planet is slightly bigger
than Jupiter and takes 91 years to orbit
its star, a little longer than it takes
Uranus to orbit our sun. Born into a star
system barely 20 million years old, the
planet is probably similar to a much
younger Jupiter, said the University of
California San Diego’s Aidan Gibbs, who
led the second team.

i, Y

22J7. Beta Pictoris b: hide and
seek

dfer ReRE b: sre-Ald w1 @

e Astronomers have discovered a
faint, elusive planet orbiting a young star
after more than a decade of cosmic hide-
and-seek.

GaNTel o U g Td geist I 1 ot i 8,
SiY & FaT dR S IRehAT Y T@T &1 Tg TieT
TS U A F AT dF TS TEARDT H@-
At & e & a1¢ Tora & T

e In an unusual twist, two groups
working independently detected the cold
gas giant a few days apart late last year
using different telescopes.

Ueh TTAT UeAThd H, TadT & T FF X
2 &Y AT gal o Mo a¥ H T A TS

For feedback and suggestions a; RN E T

for ‘Science’, please write to W

science@the?\indu.oo.:n tnrith the g-Q- sﬂ- QﬁT-l' m ﬁQ“a W Cal IE
subject ‘Daily page’ |

imaged from Earth, scientists said.

e It's the dimmest planet ever directly

d=Tetent & 3TER, g Jeat & TogeT &9 & RATI foham a1 319 ok 1 §ad 7 78 ¢

e A Scottish and German-led team spied the new planet around the star Beta Pictoris using
the European Southern Observatory’s Very Large Telescope in Chile, then dug through
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archives to confirm its orbit.

Tieds 3R STt o wiqjea aTel Teh IrTHETE gof o fRrelt Ry gt gfarol deremar & a8 arer
AR T 3YTRT I dieT RFRT R F IRT 3R 5T AT I &7 94T 9T 3R a6 7
IO 3iiehst ohT ITETAT X GHehT el T Jive |

The planet had remained hidden in the data all this time, overshadowed by its considerably
brighter star and two companion planets.

g TG Set THI dh 3UIeY 3ihal & T W8T, Fifer 3T 3T THPIAT dRT AT 395 ar

HEA A 39 W grar B
Beta Pictoris is located in the easel-shaped southern constellation Pictor and 63 light-
years from Earth.

et Reife fRawas (9 F 3MHR aro gfaoft areisa Reecr # Ba g qarqe @ 63
YHTI-a§ 1 gl W B

A California-led team made the discovery with NASA’s Webb Space Telescope.
HFAMIeAT & Fijea dTel Ueh JHTHTET gof o 1T & A et qraelt T Tgradr & g @rst
37T e

Two observations were all it took with Webb, the biggest telescope ever launched into
space.

FHANET H 9 3T oo & T 73 qrGelt T & harel &Y W&o &1 58 Wl & fov gAied ey

gl

Pl

Each team was studying one of the star’s already identified planets when they spotted a
less massive one 100-times fainter lurking farther out.

Fcdeh ITHETST &of AR o Yol A TgHTe AT ALl 3 { Teh ohi EAeT < T6T AT, TS Sogied 369
3181 gt R Feud F91 geg#t aTet, 100 4T 3178F 7 716 i ST

They deliberately kept their work from one another so as not to bias the results.

3egiel STeTgSTeY 379a1 I & Ueh-gER A TN 1T dTfeh TROTAT 7 el gevR o1 qaarg o
AT

The new planet is slightly bigger than Jupiter and takes 91 years to orbit its star, a little
longer than it takes Uranus to orbit our Sun.

T T4 T TEEAT T 23T 37 & 34 379 TR BT IRGHAT et 3 91 9 A &, S g gF A
ARGAAT e H IHOT (IXAH) SR TV ST drel T & AT 3fAH & |

Born into a star system barely 20 million years old, the planet is probably similar to a much
younger Jupiter, said the University of California San Diego’s Aidan Gibbs, who led the
second team.

GER AT Eof T aAc]cd el drel faafdel 3w Hfamiferar, A et & veat frsw 2 wvgr
13 S9T879T 2 FNZ ¥ et ARART F A STeHT T A6 HaTalcT: FIBY JaT Fe9tad o FHA g
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22J7 | Clean energy push is answer to transition challenges faced by India, says UN
climate chief

HIFA ST AT TG o Fgl— TITS Foll HI GG1dT R $Y FolT HHAOT FaAlferat 1
AT &

22J7 | India’s rarest heron faces a silent end as new dam ignores its home

7§ aTer IRANSAT SART $HF HTAT HT SYTT T ST F SR T TaH Gelo7 Tl AleT 3T Y 3R !
3
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22J7. Clean energy push is answer to transition challenges faced by India,

Clean energy push is answer
to transition challenges faced
by India, says UN climate chief
Jo5, I Environment

NEW DELHI

India’s main response to
the technical and financial
challenges of its energy
transition lies in decarbo-
nisation and electrification
— steps that serve the coun-
try’s own self-interest and
are being backed by both
public and private finance,
the UN’s top climate official
said here on Tuesday.
Simon Stiell, Executive
Secretary of UN Climate
Change, was responding to
questions from journalists
after two days of talks with
Indian Ministers and busi-
ness leaders. The challeng-
es India faces, he said, run
“across a spectrum”, from
technical hurdles at one
end to finance at the other.
On the technical side,
Mr. Stiell pointed to (elec-
tric) “grids and storage”.
These were problems, he
noted, that most major

Simon Stiell

economies advancing their
energy transitions are
grappling with. Interna-
tional cooperation could
deliver common solutions,
he said, adding that grids
and storage sit at the heart
of the electrification agen-
da that Turkiye and Austra-
lia, holding the COP31 pre-
sidency, have made a
priority this year. The in-
termittent nature of solar
and wind energy means
that relying on coal power,
which could be harnessed

night or day, is crucial for
India. On the other hand,
this also means that the
vast amount of solar power
available during the day
had to be intentionally
wasted to keep the electric
grid stable. The electrifica-
tion agenda refers to a plan
to ensure at least 35% of
the total energy used glo-
bally is sourced from elec-
tricity, by 2035.

Finance marks the other
end of that spectrum. De-
carbonisation and electrifi-
cation fall squarely within
India’s self-interest, and ef-
forts are under way to mo-
bilise both public and priv-
ate money to support
them, Mr. Stiell said. “In-
dia, like many developing
countries, struggles in
terms of finance for areas
such as adaptation... So,
the areas of climate finance
are key and have been
highlighted in our discus-
sions,” he added.

T-ehaf 35% 9197 fagger & gred &l

says UN climate chief

TYFA A TG TG o Fgl— TS Foll
Y TGTET AR Y FAT GhAOT AT Hr
HHATETT &

e International cooperation could deliver
common solutions, he said, adding that grids and
storage sit at the heart of the electrification
agenda that Turkiye and Australia, holding the
COP31 presidency, have made a priority this year.

3ogiol gl foh ARTSERT WEANT 57 HALIT3T &
ST GHTHT 39eleY] &1 Hehdl &1 3ealel ag oY Sirer
% fagga firs 3 34T sisror 30 faggdieor waier
& &g 7 E, o0 gid 3l siteefomn, Srsaad
COP31 T 31ET8TdT I IR §, of IATAFRATET B

e The electrification agenda refers to a plan
to ensure at least 35% of the total energy used
globally is sourced from electricity, by 2035.

e dior Talst 7 36 IE FiARYd A= ¢ 6
2035amﬁaaﬁm£raﬁmsw~rmww-
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India’s rarest heron faces a silent end
as new dam ignores its home

Once the dam in the Lohit river basin is built. it could alter the water’s turbidity and flow. and lead to the local extinction of white-bellied herons; the bird was first described in

1878 based on specimens from the Teesta region, the species does not occur there today; in fact, it has been ‘critically endangered since 2007

Aditya Ansh

he white-bellied heron (Ardea
insignis) is amongst the world’s
most elusive birds, nesting

along fast-flowing rivers lined
with old growth forests.

“India has a population of six to nine
individuals distributed in three rivers:
Noa-Dehing River, Lahm River and Lohit
River,” Yumlam Benjamin Bida, project
manager, Ashoka Trust for Research in
Ecology and the Environment, Bengaluru,
said. “Out of these three rivers, Lahm is a
tributary of the Lohit River and the river
basin harbours 70% of India’s
white-bellied herons.”

Yet on the Lohit, the Forest Advisory
Committee under the Union Environment
Ministry has granted in-principle
clearance to a 1,200-MW hydroelectric
power project that will fell more than
33,000 trees. The environmental impact
assessment for the project also omitted
white-bellied herons.

Borrowed time

“White-bellied herons have a very unique
foraging strategy due to their huge body
size” — up to around four-feet-tall, Mr.
Bida said. “They hunt in shallow water
and their dietary is only fish.

Awhlle-bellled heronin Amnachal Pradesh ‘White-be

They wait for the fish to come near and
then strike it.”

He added that the dam, once it is built,
will alter the water’s turbidity and flow,
which could lead to the bird’s “local
extinction”.

of about 1,500m above sea
level,” Murali Krishna, a wildlife ecologist
who has worked extensively in the
Eastern Himalaya, sai

“Based on my several years of
observation in Arunachal Pradesh, the
specles appears to avmd even minimal

In 1878, the British ornithologist and
naturalist Allan Octavian Hume first
scientifically described the white-bellied
heron based on specimens from the
Teesta region in eastern India. The
species is not known to occur there today.

According to Mr. Bida, it is not
unknown for substantial changes in river
conditions to lead to highly specialised
species vanishing from that landscape.

Also, “The riparian mature forest plays
a critical role for white-bellied herons,
both for rooting and nesting. The
hydroelectric power project will clear the
mature riparian forest and let it get
submerged, impacting the breeding of the
species.”

‘No human disturbance’

White-bellied herons are in Schedule I of
the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972, thus
enjoying the highest level of legal
protection. Even so, their range and

e and usually
uses. tall trees for nesting, in those areas
where there is no human disturbance.”

Overlooked in assessment

The project is being developed by Tehri
Hydro Development Corporation India,
Ltd. in partnership with the Arunachal
Pradesh government. Its environmental
impact assessment was prepared by
WAPCOS, Ltd, a consultancy firm under
the Ministry of Jal Shakti.

Although the Lohit River basin
harbours most of these birds in India, the
species did not feature in the project’s
impact assessment. According to the
minutes of the Forest Advisory
Committee meeting on December 19,
2025, State officials told the committee
the birds had not been included because
they had not been recorded within the
project’s diversion area.

The project also faced sustained

ition from local it

four-feet-tall. ‘They hunt in shallow water and their dietary composition is only fish. RAJKIMARSS (CC BY-SA)

s
ed herons have a very unique foraging srategy due to their huge body size’ — up to around

For a species like white-bellied
herons, ... there should be a
basin-level approach, which entails
assessing Lohit basin as one
connected habitat, rather than
looking at the site in isolation while
assessing impacts.

'YUMLAM BENJAMIN BIDA

Project manager at Ashoka Trust for Researchin
Ecology and the Environment

WAPCOS used in its assessment and said
the draft assessment did not accurately
reflect local realities. One participant
noted that important flora and fauna,
including a medical plant, had been
excluded. Mr. Tawsik also criticised the
report for not documenting the tribe’s
cultural practice of using natural
indicators.

The draft also left out the affected
villages of Nukung and Mla as well as the
amended social impact assessment.

Ecological complexity
The Commmee 's consent will allow for

population have declined in
the last century.

A 2019 review by the Tropical
Resources Institute recorded the birds in
parts of Sikkim, Nepal, Bhutan, and
Myanmar at the beginning of the 20th
century. Today, they are restricted to
pockets of Arunachal Pradesh, Bhutan,
and Mya

“The whlt&bellled heron is known to
inhabit Himalayan river systems up to

Roshman Tawsik, resident of the Nukung
Village and president of the District
Congress Party Committee, said residents
opposed the project since it was first
proposed in 2008. “We do not want to
sacrifice so much of our land and watch it
getting submerged,” he said.

During a public hearing in August
2025, community members questioned
the reliability of the baseline data

in 51 patches
of land in Madhya Pradesh, over a
thousand kilometres away from the Lohit
River basin. “Natural forests are highly
complex ecological systems that develop
over long periods through interactions of
climatic, edaphic, and biotic factors, and
hence cannot be fully recreated through
human interventions,” Mr. Krishna said.
“The Eastern Himalayas are highly
complex due to their topography, climatic

variability and diverse forest types, and
they form part of a global biodiversity
hotspot,” he added. So developmental
interventions require “careful planning
and a strong ecological understanding”,
and authorities must “move from region
specific impact and look into impact at a
broader level”.

“For a species like white-bellied
herons, ... there should be a basin-level
approach, which entails assessing Lohit
basin as one connected habitat, rather
than looking at the site in isolation while
assessing impacts on nesting, roosting,
and feeding areas for white-bellied
herons,” Mr. Bida said.

Imon Abedin, a field biologist with
Aaranyak, an environmental protection
organisation, also said the species faces
multiple pressures, including changes in
river courses, removal of large river
boulders, unregulated tourism, fish
poisoning, sand extraction, and pollution.

As aresult, “there is often no clear
roadmap to adequately compensate for its
ecological impacts, especially for species
like the white-bellied herons that already
exist in extremely precarious conditions.”

Mr. Krishna said he believes
conservation planning needs to move
beyond its narrow focus on charismatic
wildlife, like tigers and elephants, and
adopt a more informed approach that
would treat conservation efforts “like ona
war-footing” and giving rare species like
white-bellied herons the same level of
urgency afforded to better-known
conservation priorities.

(Aditya Ansh is an independent

media writer in New Delhi.
adityaansh30@gmail.com)

THE GIST

India has a population of six
to nine white-bellied herons
distributed in three rivers:
Noa-Dehing River, Lahm River
and Lohit River

v

On the Lohit, the Forest
Advisory Committee under the
Union Environment Ministry
has granted in-principle
clearance to a 1,200-MW
hydroelectric power project
that will fell more than

33,000 trees

v

However, the white-bellied
herons did not feature in the
project’s impact assessment
drawing criticism from
conservationists

22J7. India’s rarest heron faces a silent end as new dam ignores its home
oT$ 1Y IRAISTAT GERT SUF AT AT 3T FFT ST F HRA FT TGH GorsT F3Telm AleT
31 &Y 3T 3EET

e The white-bellied heron (Ardea insignis) is amongst the world’s most elusive birds, nesting
along fast-flowing rivers lined with old growth forests.

?3d-3eT Sl (Ardea insignis) fava & qed gefer aferal & & v B, St ot ware arelt et &
Ty e Telier e fores @it 31 eifer serar 81

e “India has a population of six to nine individuals distributed in three rivers: Noa-Dehing

River, Lahm River and Lohit River,”

Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment, Bengaluru, said.

Yumlam Benjamin Bida, project manager, Ashoka
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“HRT H 3! B & it e arel el dfier afegi—amam-afger adl, arew 7d sk g ad—a
e €, STere [eud sreftet gFe SR Ru 37 gFlailel! U8 & TAaRRAAE & TR ot
JAATH SR farsT = e

“Out of these three rivers, Lahm is a tributary of the Lohit River and the river basin harbours
70% of India’s white-bellied herons.”

“SoT YT AT I A ATERA ALY, ANFA ALY T Uk TgTIh AT & 31T 5T 7T A IR & 70%
aT-35T I T HTHITYA §”

“White-bellied herons have a very unique foraging strategy due to their huge body size” —
up to around four-feet-tall, Mr. Bida said.

A1 T4ST o gl & 23a-3eT Faqal 1 faemrer ARIReh Sorae—aaTsrT IR $ Far$—ah HRUT IeTehr
STt @roret Y TrEhifer 31 fafarse gt 81

“They hunt in shallow water and their dietary composition is only fish.”

‘¥ 3 T H TSR A § 31 30T 3MER Shd ol ABFAAT 9T 3T T g 1”

“They wait for the fish to come near and then strike it.”

“J ASO & fe¥ehc 31T T Tlle add 8 3R A IT R IgR ad 817

He added that the dam, once it is built, will alter the water’s turbidity and flow, which could
lead to the bird’s local extinction.

3egiel 3T3) gT o AT SoTet & &1 STl T Ag ey (efaf2e)) TT warg & yRad< grm, gy g
qefT T FATAIT farered gl 91 &

Also, “The riparian mature forest plays a critical role for white-bellied herons, both for
rooting and nesting.”

g AR, o7e) T TRUFT qo7 23d-3eT et & oI fasme T aiwen saa—a=t
TSl & 3 HgcaquT ${fHeT fAemT 81"

White-bellied herons are in Schedule | of the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972, thus
enjoying the highest level of legal protection.

93d-3ET T[T FoFoita FATOT ATAFAAH, 1972 1 IraTqel-| & A 8, a8 58 Fefadt
FIHYUT T Fated TR 9o ¢

Even so, their range and population have declined significantly in the last century.

S8 FE9[G, [Tl Teh AcTeeT H Sofeh fAAROT 817 JUT FTAHEAT H Seol@eid TR1Ee 3718 B

A 2019 review by the Tropical Resources Institute recorded the birds in parts of Sikkim,
Nepal, Bhutan, and Myanmar at the beginning of the 20th century.

ifee ReERfer $Tdege T 2019 At Tl & 3TAR 204t AarsdY i 31 7 Ig Tah
RfFawa, Aure, sreret 3R F=AR & Fo e F g S an

Today, they are restricted to pockets of Arunachal Pradesh, Bhutan, and Myanmar.
31T TG helel VIS TS, ST AR FIAR & WA a1 o & AT g

“The white-bellied heron is known to inhabit Himalayan river systems up to elevations of
about 1,500 m above sea level,” Murali Krishna, a wildlife ecologist who has worked
extensively in the Eastern Himalaya, said.

gdt RaATery & sg1aeh R Y Yoh degoiid TIREATehiae T FE0m o #hgl, “edd-3eT el
QAT feaTerdt 7dY o & g e @ S 1,500 HYT A 1S Teh TTAT SAAT 17

“Based on my several years of observation in Arunachal Pradesh, the species appears to
avoid even minimal anthropogenic disturbance and usually uses tall trees for nesting, in
those areas where there is no human disturbance.”

“ITUTTES TS H S TN oh A Jdeliehe] oh YR T TE TSN Hcdd =geTcTH ATTANT gETaT &
3 Farcly § TUT AAI: I gaiT OX 361 &1A1 H U JeAc § STl AT §EaaIy 78T giarl”
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Overlooked in assessment
3Taerer A 3UFAT Tge

e The project is being developed by Tehri Hydro Development Corporation India, Ltd. in
partnership with the Arunachal Pradesh government.

Ig aRATSAT 25 8158) 3qaTeT FRUNA 3T [ATALS caRT IFomae 9EU FIFR & TedeT
¥ AeAaHr T w@rel

e Its environmental impact assessment was prepared by WAPCOS, Ltd., a consultancy firm
under the Ministry of Jal Shakti.

ST TATAONT W1 3MTheleT STl ATF HATT o 37¢fleT HRINT THLISIIT HEAT WAPCOS
faffes garr daR fhar o)

e Although the Lohit River basin harbours most of these birds in India, the species did not
feature in the project's impact assessment.

e dfter 7et AfqT TRl & g7 wftra o1 Jo7@ 31mare 8, O off g& yenfer st TR &
ST HTheld 3 AiEAToId oTgl TohdT ITdT|

e One participant noted that important flora and fauna, including a medicinal plant, had been
excluded.

Teh GTTHTE o T o Ueh Jitwefir ot afge Agcaqot aaeafaat ik sha-siqgat #1 sae
afFafead s1gT fomar arm|

e Mr. Tawsik also criticised the report for not documenting the tribe’s cultural practice of
using natural indicators.

At effe o RUIE 6T g Fgat ol et i & sHe Fetonta 1 Wi fas o, oraed
U faie Hahaah! ol 3UANT fRAT ST 8, T SEATASIOT 161 T ar|

e The Committee’s consent will allow for compensatory afforestation in 51 patches of land
in Madhya Pradesh, over a thousand kilometres away from the Lohit River basin.

afafa 1 wipfa & TRoTATTET difd 7 3T & U &R fohelldley @ 31T oy ALT geer
# 51 97-WT W FFAYISH Fel 10T fehaT ST |

e Imon Abedin, a field biologist with Aaranyak, an environmental protection organisation,
also said the species faces multiple pressures, including changes in river courses, removal

of large river boulders, unregulated tourism, fish poisoning, sand extraction, and
pollution.

TATEIOT FIETUT HIST HRUTH & &N ANGfAATeA sANT T o 3 Fgr & Ig wonfa 3=
ZE1aY T JTHAT F @Y &, T < & vare-9a & 9RadT, 93 < Rem@st & gerr ST,
Ffaafa wdea, Aofaal 1 Ry 3o, a1e @ere, qur gquor anfae g1
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Tribunal overturns
most FEMA charges
against Lalit, BCCI

The Hindu Bureau

The Appellate Tribunal un-
der the Smugglers and Fo-
reign Exchange Manipula-
tors (Forfeiture of
Property) Act (SAFEMA)
has largely overturned the
Enforcement Directorate’s
(ED) findings and penalties
against the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India
(BCCI), former Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) chair-
man Lalit Modi, and other
appellants in the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA) case relating to the
2009 IPL's shift to South
Africa.

The ED had alleged that
the BCCI contravened FE-
MA provisions by remitting
funds overseas to organise
the tournament and had
imposed penalties
amounting to several
crores on the Board and its
office-bearers.

A bench of the Tribunal
comprising its Chairman
Justice Munishwar Nath
Bhandari and Member Ra-
jesh Malhotra partly al-
lowed the appeals against
the ED’s order dated May
31, 2018. The order had im-
posed penalties on the
BCCI, Mr. Modi, former
BCCI president N. Sriniva-
san, M.P. Pandove, the
State Bank of India, and its

Lalit Modi

former Chief Manager A.K.
Nazeer Khan for alleged
violations of FEMA.

Inits order, the Tribunal
set aside most of the ED’s
conclusions against the
BCCI, Mr. Modi and the
other appellants.

However, the Tribunal
upheld the ED’s findings
on two specific counts. It
retained the penalty of ¥4
crore imposed on the BCCI
for remitting an amount
abroad that exceeded what
was reflected in its books
of accounts. The Tribunal
also agreed that there had
been a delay in bringing
back the proceeds from
ticket sales to India. While
it upheld the finding of a
FEMA violation on this
count, it reduced the pe-
nalty on the BCCI from ¥4
crore to ¥l crore, observing
that the funds had even-
tually been repatriated.

22J7. Tribunal overturns most FEMA charges
against Lalit, BCCI

grftrrvor @ afera A 3k Aiefeiang & Regy
rftrpier ST 3R e e

e The Appellate Tribunal under the Smugglers and
Foreign Exchange Manipulators (Forfeiture of Property)
Act (SAFEMA) has largely overturned the Enforcement
Directorate’s (ED) findings and penalties against the
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), former
Indian Premier League (IPL) chairman Lalit Modi, and
other appellants in the Foreign Exchange Management
Act (FEMA) case relating to the 2009 IPL’s shift to South
Africa.

aEHT vd fadelt AT dvdherd (waf i Sredh) srftfaer
(SAFEMA) & 37ceTa s ardielir srf@renor o yader
feamerar (ED) garT iR frde fa=ror a1 (BCCI), 7@
gf3ger AT ofer (1IPL) 3reweT afea A qar 3=
37terhcii3i o faeedr faeel #eT wererer srfafarsr (FEMA) &
Jgd 2009 AT T EfaYoT IPIHT TATHATART fhT T T
T A 7 fow a1w 3rfenier fasast 31 &t o1 e
T feam gl
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